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INTER=ARAB AFPALKS 


SUMMIT PARTICIPATION SIGNALS STRENGTH OF MODERATE STATES 
LD261151 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 15 


[Unattributed report: "'AL-SITYASAH' Reveale What no Arab Official Wante To Be Quoted 
on: The Summit War...; The War To Anewer a Simple Question: Who Leads the Arabs 

now in Egypt's Absence; the Inside Story as 'AL-SIYASAH' Sees It From Ite Correspondents 
in Five Major Capitals") 


[Text] In Egypt's absence, who has the firet say in the Middle East now and in the 
next 5 years? 


This is the question that is not being put publicly, and nobody wants to go on record 
as having asked it. Nevertheless, what is now being termed the “Arab summit war" in 
the foreign presse is in fact a “conflict under the table,” in which various weapons 
and slogans are being used in order to reach the categorical anewer. It is as if 
one party has to say to the other: It is we and not you who have a say in the area. 


In the past few days AL-SIYASAH has critically analyzed reports by its correspondents 
in four [as published) capitals and from sources that are usually described as highly 
placed. The conclusion drawn from the analysis is that the ‘summit war" is primarily 
a battle over whether or not it should be held in Amman on 25 “ovewber. [Summit 

was held on schedule) The mere fact that the summit will be held in Amman on Tues- 
day means that it is a victory for a particular Arab axis and its mere postponement 
in order to be held in a venue other than Amman--even if 24 hours later--means, on 
the other hand, a victory for another Arab axis. 


Just as no Arab official wishes to be blamed for publicly posing the central question 
"Who now has the say in the Middle East?" no official wants to be blamed for public- 
ly talking about an Arab axis. This is a sensitive question, particularly since 
everybody is raising the slogan of unity of ranks and unity of stands in the face 

of regional and international dangers. 


Therefore, this diagnosis by AL-SIYASAH will be rejected by Arab officials but these 
officials know, just as many other people know, that the issues they are debating 
are side issues that are being discussed above the table while the real conflict is 
taking place under the table in order to reach an anewer to the question: Who now 
has the say in the Middle East? Ie it Syria and the rejectionist countries or is it 
the three other countries that insist on holding the summit at its scheduled time 
and place? With the existence of such an axis the PLO, because of its close ties 
with Syrie and in view of ite links with the rest of the Arab countries, now finds 


i 














itself in a more sensitive, critical and awkward situation like them it hase never 
experienced before. The situation up to last Thuraday boiled down to the simple 
point: who is not with ue is againet use. In his recent prolonged tour Yasir 
‘Arafat, ueing all hie diplomatic skill and long political experience, tried to avoid 
thia point. 


The countries that are in favor of the summit have offered all possible facilities 
and compromises in order to ensure that the summit will be held as scheduled and to 
uphold the slogan that calle for preserving the sanctity of meetings at such high 
level. It is also in order to ensure the maximum possible national agreement at a 
time when challenges from every quarter are intensifying and, consequently, there 
is a growing need for a common view--even if an acceptable minimum--on the basis of 
which dialog can be conducted with the new U.S. Administration and Europe ae well 
a6 among the Arab countries themselves. 


Syria, for example, asked that the summit (in case it is held) should not give King 
Husayn a national authoritization when he holds talks with President-elect Ronald 
Reagan when they meet shortly. Syria was given this promise. It was also reported 
that Syria asked that the question of financial aid that was agreed at the Baghdad 
summit should not be discussed. Again Syria obtained a promise to this effect. It 
was aleo reported that the question of Jordanian-Syrian relations, with all the 
questions involved in security issues, was also discussed. But Syria finally said: 
If the differences between us have reached such an extent, then let us postpone the 
summit to a later date and hold it, say, around 20 January in Mecca under King Khalid 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz's chairmanship, shortly before the Islamic summit. 


CSO: 4802 

















INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


AL-SA'LQAH ATTACKS JORDANIAN REGIME POLICIES 
LD261357 Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Nov 80 pp 1, 9 


[SANA report: “Al~Sa‘iqah Calls for Halting the Dialog With the Jordanian Regime; The 
Regime Exploits the Dialog To Carry Through the Liquidationist Solutions") 


[Text] Damascus--The organization of the vanguards of the popular liberation war-- 
al-Sa'iqah forces, issued a statement here yesterday on the Palestinian relationship 
with the Jordanian regime. In its statement, the organization declares ite with- 
drawal from the membership of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian committee for support- 
ing steadfastness in the occupied territories and calls for the suspension of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian dialog and for the halting of material aid to Jordan. 


The statement points out that about 2 years after the establishment of the Palestin- 
ian dialog with the Jordanian regime and the formation of the steadfastness committee 
and in view of the Jordanian regime's political posture and daily practices, this 
regime's real intentions and policies which are inconsistent with the Arab stand 
which rejects the Camp David agreement, have been exposed. 


The statement emphasizes that the Jordanian regime has not let any occasion pass with- 
out manifesting its nonadherence to the Rabat summit resolution which recognizes 

the PLO as the only legitimate representative of the Palestinian Arab people. The 
Statement points out that this regime has denied the rights of the Palestinian Arab 
people and has appointed itself as their trustee whether by reviving its plan for 

the establishment of the [Jordanian] United Kingdom or by seeking a so-called Euro- 
pean initiative for finding a solution to the Palestinian problem through a suspect 
plan with Jordan. 


The statement says that the Jordanian prisons ere still crowded with Palestinian 
detainees and their doors are still open to receive more of our people's strugglers 
on the charge of affiliation with the Palestinian national action. 


The statement also points out that the obvious harmony and identity of views botween 
the new American administration and the Egyptian regime and the Zionist Labor Party 
leadership are completely identical to the convictions and practices of the Jordanian 
regime. 


In Beirut, the Palestine Liberation Front has denounced the Jordanian regime's stand 
and its suspect role with regard to the fateful Arab issues. 














In a statement made by the front's Secretary General Tal'at Ya'qub yesterday, the 
front said that the Jordanian regime has adopted oppressive, intimidatory and per- 
secutory methods against the progressive Palestinian and Jordanian strugglers and 

it is responsible for the liquidationist campaigne and attacks that are launched 
againet many Arab liberation movements in the area and for exporting the machinery of 
police repression to some areas in the Gulf. 


The Palestine Liberation Front secretary general said that the Jordanian regime has 
directly supported and aided reactionary religious [the Muslim Brotherhood) forces and 
urged them to carry out subversive activities against the Syrian Arab region, which 
is a member of the steadfastness and confrontation front, as a necessary prelude to 
the successful implementation of the aggressive imperialist plane in our country, 
particularly the Camp David plot. 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


"AL~QABAS': ARABS MUST AGREE TO WIN OVER REAGAN 
GPW1408 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 29 Nov 8 p 1 


[Edi.orial: “It ie Preferable To Be in Two Trenches and Agree Than Be in the Same 
Trench and Disagree" | 


[Text] The fact which the Arabs have to face sooner or later is the stand the new 
U.S. President, Ronald Reagan, will adopt on tue Middle East issue. 


The new U.S. President has deliberately kept his stand low keyed and vagus. During 
the election campaign he did not depart from the usual rules of the game: outbid- 
ding in favor of lerael. After his victory, however, he bided his time and refrained 
from premature statements more harmful than useful. He is definitely in a different 
position from chat of his predecessors: He does not wish to renew his term of of- 
fice, and he does not owe his victory to the Jewish vote. He does not have special 
relations with the Arabs. His plank was to enhance U.S. prestige in the world. 


This means that when he does tackle the Middle Basi problem we will be putting for- 
ward a primarily U.S. solution that may not necessarily be biased toward Israel, or 
complimentary to the Arabs, or seeking to curry favor with the Soviet Union. 


This is the fact the Arabe have to keep in mind--be they those who attended the 
Amman summit or those who boycotted it. Perhaps this fact is of interest above all 
to Syria because of its concern for the Golan Heights. This fact is equally of in- 
terest to the PLO because the fate of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state on any part of Palestinian soil concern it. 


What we wish to stress here is that thenew U.S. President is not, apparently, com 
pelled to adopt a very pro-Israel stand--unless the Arabs themselves compel him to 
do so. The Arab split that appeared as a result of absentees from the Amman summit 
may be the direct and principal reason for Reagan's ultimately taking Israel's side, 
if only because he cannot support the Arabs if they themselves do not support one 
another. 





Therefore, we bvpe that a summit of the steadfastness and confrontation front states 
will be held ad that its resolutions will “complement” the Amman summit resolutions 
rather than oppose them. in this way all the Arabs will appear to be confrontation 
states against Israel] and not states confronting one another. 











de have no doubt that a1) the Arm etetes @ wot ditter on the crux Of thelr pen 
Arab cause, an4 in thie there ie ao Giflereoce vetween those the! etteuded the 
hmmas samit and those that sveented theme. veennit te @uch vetter to agree ow Che 
some cause and be ia two trenches then to Cleegree ant be 10 the seme trench, 
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INTER Atak AVVALHS 


PALALOTIVIASS THAIS 18 OYPIAR, L1bTAR CAE 
iwvehese GveToment Guce med 
Nicosia A‘ AOR in btabic 14 Oct Wy 9 
(Article by Yuoul Hesen: “Valeetinian Treioing Compe on Syrian Territory” | 


(Text) The VIA bee promptly ressoured the Lebanese (overnment with regard to the 
pro l\amativen of genera) comecription tor Veleetinians. 


Vel iabie Valestinian sources in beirut eteted that the Lebenese Covernment a6 we)! 
ae Vresis4ent expresses concern over the fact that the PID had provides 
yous, Valeetinian men an4 woeen wit tree ant open access to 3 «© taining Compe 
eo they (en receive weapons “reining, 


The liberation orgenizetion mace @ poiet of notifying afew «=» ve figures He 
nad cecentiy vieltes Wr ‘hrafet thet Palestinian treining camps vere not located 
6 \ebenese territory en4 Chat moet of them were om tyrian territory. 


The | iberetion organization 4) 80 ex, times that the purpose behing proc) siming 
genera) comectiption tor Veleetinias, a0 Mr ‘arefet explained to hie visitors, 
wae tha tear of « vroe4-baee lereeii operation in tovth Lebanon simed aysinet the 
retietaence ont the Valeetinian compe, 


Thoveants of Palestinian students ent wortere have errived at the Palestinian 
training Compe in tytia ent Libya to receive preliminary weapome training. Thies 
training wil) be followed by epecializes courses (Which will be available) in 
cxmmttias cometteres (risntiy to the liberation organization, 


During the \aet 7 days 1,000 wale and female fighters greduated from one of the 
training <ompe, They yaerticipates io menevvere with live emmunition 4) ongeide 
comioat waite that wave weevera) years of combat experience, 


(The caw gratduates) yarticipated al\omyetite the infantry formations io field artil- 
lery maneuvers, in anti-aireratt artillery (memevvere) and in (menevvers) vith tanks 
ané armores vehicles Mich Valeetinion forces Cotaines from several Arab and east~- 
ern torcpess countries, Yor the tiret time the tanks 4)eo took part \in the 


maneuvers. 


The abi.ity to coordinate vertous tints of support weapons emerges in these intense 
maneuvers, on4 the seat to vee taelecommenications devices in the course of directing 


battle aieo emarget, 

















lt is known that Palestinian forces have advanced telecommunications devices, These 
constitute an advanced combat system [for communications) between the various high 
comands and the fleld commande on land and during combat, 


The most noteble training included in the maneuvers, which lasted for 48 continuous 
hours, consteted of training in anti-landing operations, in raids that are carried 
2 by propellor airplanes and in strikes againat the rear commande of hostile 
orces, 


The course of these maneuvers was supervised by a number of military commanders in 
the PLO, Most notable of them was Staff Brig Gen Sa'd Sayil [or] Abu al-Walid, 
director of military operations in the PLO's Supreme Military Command, The maneu- 
vere were aiso witnessed by some Arab and foreign military attaches in Beirut, 


A prominent leader in the PLO stated that the recent maneuvers that were carried 
out by Palestinian unite in South Lebanon are conetdered the firat of their kind 
with cegacd to the number [c! Palestinians) who participated and the weapons that 
were part of the combat formations in the maneuvers, 


One day after the conclusion of these maneuvers, Khalil Wasir for) Abu Jahid, one 
of Yasir ‘Arafat's most prominent assistants, supervised other maneuvers that were 
carried out by the militias of Fatah, These militias were provided with individua) 
and heavy weapons, whose importance is no lese than that of those weapons which 
professional military men have, and some motorized unite which consist basically 
of the Palestinian Liberation army. 


Syrian Military Leader Surfaces 
Nicosia AL~'ASR in Arabic 24 Oct 80 p 5 
[Article: "“Waji Jamil Undertakes the Charge of Palestinian Action"| 


{Text} Maj Gen Naji Jamil, commander of the Syrian air force, whe played an impor 
tant role in the Lebanese crisis when he wae 4 member of the permanent Syrian dele- 
gation that wae contacting Lebanese officiale and various groups during the odminis- 
tration of President Franjiyyah, hae come to the forefront again after he was 
charged with the gission of carrying out Palestinian action in Syria and super- 
vieing party organizations whose basic objective is so liberate the occupied land. 


Informed sources state that from now on every relationship with the Palestinians 
inside Lebanon and aainly in Syria will pase by Maj Gen Nati Jamil. 


Although some sources have spoken about 4 new organization for Palestinian action 
and for the relationship with Palestinians as well as for the armed party organiza- 
tions in Syria, the real reasons for the return of Maj Gen Jamil are still unknown. 
Maj Gen Jamil hed alwaye objected to the chaos on the Lebanese scene which resulted 
from the failure to put into effect the agreements that were made between the 
Lebanese government and the Palestinian Resistance, and specifically, the Cairo 
Agreement. 


When Mai Gen Jamil was involved in the task of mediating with Minister Khaddam and 
Gen Hikmat a1-Shihabi, his positions were well known and inflexible. 














INTER@ARAB AFFAIRS 


GULF DEFENSE DISCUSSED=--Kuwait, 25 Nov (KUNA)=-Visiting Saudi Interior Minister 
Nayif ibn ‘Abd al~'Agie hae had a meeting with his Kuwaiti counterpart, Shaykh 
Nawaf al-Ahmad al-Sabah. Kuwaiti officiale eay that the 2-hour talke covered se- 
curity of che Arab Gulf region and relations between the two neighboring Arab coun- 
tries, and particularly the field of police and public security. Prince Nayif's 
visit, which began yesterday, coincides with reports carried by a Saudi paper that 
conteacte are being made between the oil-producing Gulf countries over the formulation 
of a security pact among them. There has been no official comment on these reports 
carried by the paper AL-MADINAH AL-MUMAWWAH yesterday, which say that the proposed 
pact calle for the Gulf countries to be considered a comprehensive security entity, 
and that any aggression againet any of them would be regarded as aggression against 
all of them. [Text] [10251420 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1224 GtT 25 Nov 80) 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REBEL OPERATIONS ASSESSED, LACK OF COORDINATION NOTED 
Parie LE MONDE in French 11-12 Nov 80 
[Article by Lan Hamel—-passages between slantlines originally published in italice) 


[ll Nov 80 pp i, 4) 


[Text] A large segment of the Pachtoun populace, the Molmand tribes, 
expressed on 8 November their “total eupport for the Afghan revolu- 
tion,” according to Radio Kabul. The radio asserts that “starting 
now, the Mohmand warriors will no longer authorize the enemies of 
Afghanistan to utilize their territory--situated on either side of 
the northern Afghan-Pakistani frontier--for sabotage of the armed 
struggle againet the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.” This 
adhesion to the pro-Soviet regime would be the largest effec- 
tuated by one tribe. On the other hand, the exodus of the upper 
ranke of the civil service hase accelerated in recent weeks, 
according to the UNHCR bureau in lLelamabad. 


The Soviet military presence in Afghanistan is aleo leading 
Pakistan to intensify ite armament effort. China recently began 
to deliver it the firet of 65 Pantan fighter-bombers (derived from 
the MiG-19) and SAM-2 ground-to-air missiles, the United Presse of 
India agency indicated on 9 November. 


However, within Afghanistan iteelf, the resistance to the Soviet 
occupation is marking time, as Ian Hamel reports, after traveling 
in several parte of the country with a team from the reporters’ 
aseoc tiation. 


Il. The Despair of the “Combatants of the Faith" 


The crest of a turban and the barrel of a Kalachnikov emerge from the low wall. The 
Pachtou sentinel gravely ecrutinizes the environs, then the grill is opened. 


About 50 people are milling around in the garden of the stylish villa of Sib-ghatullah 
Al-Mojaddedi, chief of the Afghanistan National Liberation Pront. Moudjahidin (cos- 
batants of the faith [Ielam]) are finishing um loading cases of ares and munitions 

on board a varicolored antique wagon. In the absense of Mojaddedi, a severe but 
liberal theologian, hie son Azim is directing operations. The rough Afghan 




















"“querilleras” with grissled hair listen with deference to this delicate young man 
with the carefully barbered short beard, The somewhat theatrical appearance of the 
Pachtous, big dark-tinted warriors, contraste with that of the Hasara peasants, of 
Mongol extraction, almost graceless in their humility. 


These latter, membere of a traditionally despised ethnic group, Shiites to make 
things worse, are scarcely at ease amongst the Sunnite Muslims, /"We are the only 
ones not to limit our e.ruggle againet the Russians to the Pachtou regions,"/ 
observes Azim, adding: /"Againet atheistic communiem, we have buried our old racial 
rivalries."/ Ali, the Hazara “commandant,” node in agreement. Small and thick-set, 
this Kabul iankeeper, aged 35, went into the bush early in 1979, Arriving with his 
wen at Peshawar, in Pekietan, to look for arms, he returne to fight in the high 
central plateau of Afghanistan, It te with him that I quest cross secretly into 
Afghaniatan, 


/"Wohamed Daoud, communist! Ali Bhutto, communist! Indira Gandhi, communiet! 
Ayatollah Khomeyni, communist!" None of the personages mentioned get the time of 
day from Afhajan, “commandant” of the moudjahidin of Parachinar, the principal 
market~-town of thie Little stubby finger of Pakistani territory [jutting into 
Afghanistan), the last stage before going undercover. 


I timidly venture the name of King Zaher Shah, overthrown in 1973, The visage of ay 
interlocutor, a deserter from the Afghan army, brightens immediately: /"He is a 
good Muslim, he never killed any Afghans. Everyone knows it, only he could bring 
about the union of all the suudjahidin. We are all waiting for hia."/ This opinion 
is shared by the moderates in the Islamic Alliance, an informal organization that 
includes 5 of the 6 main exile groups, including the National Liberation Front, By 
contrast, the very theocratic and intraneigent Hezb-e Islami (Islamic party) of the 
“engineer” Hekmatyar Gulbuddin does not her itate to describe the former sovereign as 
an /“aeeassin"...Not surprising: Gulbuddio is a communist,"/ replies the commandant 
of Parachinar at once. 


The resistance certainly seems to be split in two: there are supposed to have been 
localized confrontations between the of Allah"/ of the Hezb-e Islami and 
the moudjahidin of other groups. 


/"Thanke to Zaher Shah we are receiving some arms and a bit of money,"/ continues 

the deserter officer. /"Brezhnev asked him to take the throne back. The king posed 
4 conditions: that Soviet troops withdraw, that the USSR close ite embassy in Kabul 
and pay indemnities to Afghanistan, and finally that the communist party be banned." / 
None of the moudjahidin seems to want to question these somewhat incredible remarks. 
Could it be that the resistance feele iteelf so painfully in need of a leader worthy 
of respect that the parties are obliged to regild the cost of arms of the fallen 
sovereign, who has remained silent in his Italian retreat for the last 7 years’ 


Spreading right out on the ground an serial map, Aghajan puts his finger on the town 
of Ghagni, headquarters of a province that bears his name: /"Tomorrow you will go 
down there."/ 15,000 moudjahidin are preparing for « /great war against the 
“chouravie”"/ (Russians). (/We are not like the Russians, we are not afraid to die./ 














lelamabad exerts rather relative, if not altogether theoretical, control over this 
region whose tribal populations ignore the Pakistani-Afghan border drawn artificially 
by the Englieh in 1893, Nevertheless, General Zia-Ul-lHaq, the Pakietani chief of 
state, does not want to lay himself too open to Soviet charges that he ie aiding the 
resistance. So we will wait for the border police to ostensibly turn their backs to 
go to Trimangal, /"Bakehiesh! Bakehieh!" hie neighbor eurmure to me with a knowing 
air when our bus comes to the deceptively vacant~-looking soldiers. I had put on the 
long shirt falling to the knees, ample pantaloone the color of sand, and a bonnet 
like those of the Hasaras rather than the /"rooster-head"/ turban of the Pachtous, 
Ali, the commandant, recommended that I pretend to be sleeping in case we were 
stopped: /"li you are asked any questions, simply anewer that you are Nourietani/ 
(another Afghan ethnic group). 


“Beware; Kalqie” 


At the foot of the wild-looking mountains, while unloading our vehicle, I notice 
that the mortar, the rockets, and moet of the cases of arme and munitions remained 
at Parachinar, The entire gear for the 50 Hazara moudjahidin will be carried on 
four emall donkeys, whose owner fixes the price of hire at 50 afghanie (1 afghani + 
10 centimes) for each 7 kg of cargo. After having wound our way for several hours in 
the valley, the narrow rocky path begins the aseault on hille that become increasingly 
precipitous. The caravan lengthene out, the men pant with exhaustion. The older 
ones try to stay in step with the slow but regular pace of the donkeys. At regular 
intervals, we cross emall groups of men usually armed with old rifles, their chests 
crossed with cartridge-pouches. Moudjahidin? Smugglers? Both at the same time, 
probably. Despite the fatigue, no one forgets to perform the salutation, “salam-o 
alekom.” The chief of a village called Wardak, recently bombarded, stops for a 
moment. /"The Russians are using poison gas. After the bombings, the skin falls 
off in shreds,” they say. Nevertheless, none of the survivors show any injuries. 
Throughout the conversation, the women and girls turn their backs on us, occasionally 
glancing at us furtively, a shawl held tightly between their teeth. 


/“Afghanietan! Afghanistan." / (pronounced "Afrranistan,” my closest traveling com- 
panion never ceases to repeat). His face brightens as he points out to me a line of 
hill creste. Ie thie the border? Unlike the rest of the country, the province of 
Paktia ie wooded, but the systematic and unregulated cutting of the resinous trees 
cannot fail to produce catastrophic erosion in the years ahead. Protected from the 
burning sun by the shade of the pines, we progress more easily. For Gulpacha Mohabat, 
former pilot for the king and Daoud, today the head of the military section of the 
Afghanistan National Liberation Front, this region assumes a strategic and psycholo- 
gical importance of the first magnitude. So it is appropriate to wage sustained 
actions againet the communists and the Soviete here. Nevertheless, for Hanan Djadji, 
a royalist giant imprisoned in 1974 after failing in a coup attempt, /"the Djadjis 
are making war on behalf of the Djadji. Every tribe gust rally behind ite chief, 
without taking parties into account."/ His entire and numerous family, which has 
taken refuge in Pakistan, agrees. For them, the notion of clan is sore important 
than that of political grouping. 


Night falle rapidly, the Hazeras throw their patou (cloaks) over their backs and 
continue imperturbably their march without giving themselves the least repose. Feet 
etumble among the fallen rocks. Harassed, frozen, I walk like a sleep-walker with 
my eyes fastened on the silhouette of the soudjahidin in front of me. Feebly illu- 
mined by the moon. With « gesture, Ali halts the column. First stop? /"Beware: 


12 














Kalqie!" someone whispers to me. Fires are blinking down there, at the bottom of 
the valley. All the men have grabbed their rifles, Kelachnikove or Lee Enfielde, 
and are waiting, immobile and silent. The guerrilas prefer to avoid a confrontation, 
and [inetead) take «a long detour, During thie first night in Afghanistan, we will 
only sleep 4 hours, bellies empty, in the bed of a dry stream, Chahir, my inter- 
preter, a degree-holder from the French school in Kabul, shares with me a cake of 
unleavened bread. 


/"Do you know why we did not fight? The moudjahidin economize on their ammunition 

to fight in Hasarajat. We are not going to Ghaeni."/ Then, noticing my astonishment, 
he adds: /"Since the parties in Peshawar are not interested in them, the Hazaras 

are obliged to lie to obtain a few weapone."/ In Pakistan, in fact, the fighting 
waged by thie Mongol-origin ethnic group ie greeted by nothing but silence. 


During the entire trek through Paktia and then Logar, not a single shot will be fired. 
Silent, bellies empty, heedless of fatigue, and of the cold as well as the sometimes 
torrid heat, these peasant warriore will go at a furious pace. The group stretches 
out over several kilometers, and the furthest behind sometimes do not rejoin the 
group until quite late in the night. During « stop at a tea-house, a emall mud-wall 
fortress planted in a rocky desert, Odam Khon, a toothless old man with a thin 

white goatee, shows me hie feet looking as though slashed by knives. Despite his 
daily Calvary, no complaint escapes his lips. Has he not signed a moral compact 

with God? For, what can he hope for with his antique rifle and his six pitiful 
cartridges? 


The forests of fire are followed by a desolace world of grayish or ochre mountains, 
arid, dried-out, burnt-out by the eun. Here and there, several thorny bushes offer 
meager hiding places in case Soviet helicopters fly over. In Logar, which was said 
to be the site of bloody battles, we hardly find anything but Little shepherds leading 
along their sheep with fat pouches of fat under their taile with the help of a frond. 
Ferocious watch-doge bark at our approach. Koutchis (nomads), faithful to their 
tradition of hospitality, offer use tea and bread. The women, frequently unveiled, 
are sometimes carrying a weapon. It is said they are fighting right beside the men. 
At nightfall, we find shelter in the bazaars, fortresses of dried mud, sometimes 

with no doors, where the Islamic “chouans" provision themselves with tea, sugar-- 
powder or multicolored bonbons--and with white rice. I am offered Bulgarian "Phoenix" 
cigarets taken, I am told, from a Soviet helicopter downed by the moudjahidin. The 
travelers crowd together in the dust, even rolling the ground into their covers 

{[eic]), liters of tea continually bovent [translation unknown). 


With one hand the moudjahidin tirelessly tell their beads and with the other they 
preen thefr goatees attentively. Though he may speak the same language--"Dari" or 
Persian--ae the Hazaras, my interpreter, a young Tadjik aged 19, imprisoned for 2 
months and tortured under the Taraki regime, seems as deracinated as I am in this 
desolate region. The meager westernization of the country undertaken by King Zaher 
Shah hardly penetrated past the gates of Kabul. Since then, the split between the 
capital and the rest of Afghanistan has been continually growing. 


We proceed into a narrow defile that winds around between two high walls so close 
together that the sun shines through ouly at the zenith. Through this jagged pass, 
encumbered with masses of rocks, comes a flood of refugees every day fleein, toward 
Pakistan. The Soviets cannot be unaware of this “desperate path,” nor of the stores 
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of arme in the fissures of the mountain, Every morning, a emall white reconnaissance 
aircraft overflies the defile at low altitude, /"We should not deceive ourselves, 
the communiats know this region perfectly well, the precision of their fire on our 
grotto is ample tesatimony,"/ asserts the engineer Dastaguir, showing with hie finger 
the impact of a rocket barely 1.5 meters from the entrance, 


For thie militant of the Jamiat-e Ielemi (Ielamic Rally), the most theocratic mnove- 
ment in the Ielamic Alliance, the situation could get much worse thie winter: /"The 
Americans and the Europeans are not supplying ue with arms, Pakistan diverts the 
humanitarian assistance to ite own profit. What is to become of us? After I empty 
the charger ot my Kalachnikov, I will have no more ammunition. The children and the 
women have no shoes, or covers, or warm clothes, Nothing grows in these mountains. 
All thie time the Russians are useing capitalist methods to win the war. In order to 
gain the complicity or at least the acquiescence of certain tribes, they pour in 
thousands of afghanis, In Paktia, three families accepted it. In the face of that, 
what can the moudjahidin do? Aircraft intervene in the smallest engagement, and we 
have no missiles, and if, with our meager resources, we come to destroy a tank, the 
Russians eradicate the nearest village."/ 


To this quasi-impotence must be added a growing hostility to the mullahs who exert 
undivided authority over the moudjahidin. /"It is wrong to think that the Afghans 
are fanatics. A Khomeyni has no chance with us, and not simply because we are 
Sunnites: the Hazaras are of like mind,"/ says a Pachtou officer, who adds: /"One 
of our proverbs says: “Never trust barbers, journalists, or mullahs, for these 
three types meet everyone and tell others what has been confided to them..." In 
this war we have no leader, and the stupid gullahe are given all the authority. Oh! 
If the king were to return."/ 


The anarchy that reigned in the nearby valley of Sor-Khab, a green oasis set amongst 
the austere and gray mountains of Logar, confirms remarks made by Milza Mohamed, an 
officer who deserted from the Afghan Army. How else can one explain the absense of 
the most elementary safety rules other than by the neomedieval obscurantism of certain 
religious leaders who have become, with the jihad (holy war) warrior chieftains? 

In the eyes of the mullahs, the only alternative for a moudjahidin is to become 
either a “shaaeed,” that is a saint, if he falle in combat, or a “rosie” or hero, if 
he kills an infidel. 


[12 Nov 80 p 5) 
[Text] II. A Part-Time War 


/“Above all, don't waste your words on romanticism. I don't know whether you westerners 
should really be thanked for representing all Afghans as barefoot heros who would 

turn back the greatest army in the world with stones,"/ said a former official of 

the Afghan ministry of foreign affairs to me before my departure for the bush. 

/“Let us not be hypocrites: it is not by repeating “Allah o akbar" (Allah is above 
all) that we can turn back Russian tanks. Even the most ignorant peasant knows it, 

and will not kill himself in vain. Do you know what some refugees in Peshawar are 
thinking? To die for my country, certainly, but not before it's necessary, and 

[only] after the others."/ 
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In "A Barbarian in Asia” Henri Michaux speaks of /"the benefictary's blindness to the 
advantages of a nation and a situation that for the time being are especially 
privileged,"/ and in the bush we often have to put aside our weetern dictionary of 
preconceived ideas, The /"bellicose," “sanguinary,” “undisciplined” and “brave"/ 
Afghan tribes who defeated Pnglish and Russian weapons in the last century would be 
hard put to repeat their exploits today. One no longer felle a hundred tanks by 
attacking from ambush (except, it would seem, in the Panshir valley, northeast of 
Kabul), and the occasional heavy machine-gun can do little againat the MI-24, The 
universe of the moudjahidin ie open to misgivings. The officers who deserted from 
the Afghan Aray)] no longer try to hide it: without massive external assistance, they 
will not be able to take Kabul. 


The village of Sor-Khab, huddled ‘r a narrow valley, has just undergone its second 
bombardment in 2 weeks. Despite the particularly vigorove fire of the helicopters, 
each time there was only one victim to mourn. And each time the battle lasted only 
one long hour, peace returning as suddenly ae it had been shattered. Each time, 
finally, the civilian population, warned ahead of time by emisesaries coming from the 
capital close by had sheltered chemselves in time in the mountains. 


/“There is the republic of the moudjehidin,” triumphantly claime a young rebel, 
pointing out the valley to me. His Kalachnikov will never be taken by the enemy. 

A half-thousand combatants of the faith are camping here nearly at the gates of 
Kabul. The larger pavt of Afghan territory does in fact seem to escape the control 
of the communist government of Mr Babrak Karmal. Nevertheless, without missiles or 
anti-tank weapons, they cannot launch operations of any great scope. /"With the 
pitiful means at our disposal, we have nevertheless managed to paralyze the admin- 
istration put in place by the “donkeys of Lenin.” Not one Kalqi dares to venture 
into the region, and the schools are empty,"/ says one of the local leaders of the 
Jamiate Islami. If in Peshawar the Islamic Alliance is more a marriage of convenience 
than of love, it is not the same with the internal resistance. The men of the 
Burhanuddin Rabbani cohabit, with no apparent problems, with those of the Afghanistan 
National Liberation Front and several “unaffiliated” [types]. 


Only the Hezb-e I. lami groups, highly mobile, composed of young combatants, well 
armed and well-shod, form a band apart. /"Gulbuddin Hkematyar, who calls himself an 
engineer, is nothing but a tool. When he was a student at Kabul, he threw vitriol 
in the faces of unveiled women! When he was opposing Daoud, he immediately got 
substantial aid from Ali Bhutto, both arms and money. It's just a question of who 
is manipulating him. Personally, I am persuaded that he is playing a double game,"/ 
says a former member of the king's bodyguard. His men, all royalists, think that 
the leader of the Hezb-e Isiami, whom they regard as a fanatic, may soon enter into 
a coalition government with the communists and thus lay a certain popular foundation 
for the Babrak Karmal regime. 


Profound Divisions 


Though deemed responsible for the arrival of the Soviets in Afghanistan, the members 
of the Parcham (flag) nevertheless enjoy a less execrable reputation than their 
fellow enemies of the Kalq (people)--the two factions constituting the Democratic 
and People's Party of Afghanistan, or the communist party. In the current vocabulary 
of the guerrillas, a communist is always called a Kalqi. It is simultaneously a 
symbol of tyranny, of brutal imbecility, and of abjection: /"They sleep with their 
sisters and their mothers,"/ they often tell me very seriously. In any case, at a 
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meeting bringing together the various religious and military leaders of the village 
of Sor-Khab, it will be decided not to go ahead with the extermination of the 
families of the Kalqis...Another decision made at the same time attests to the 
almost total absense of discipline that previously reigned: the chiefe (or their 
aides-de-camp) will now have to attend the meetings; competent [sic] leaders will 

be dismissed, especially those who only distribute arms to members of their own 
family; the moudjahidin must not in future absent themselves for more than 5 days, 
especially when they are taking their weapons with them; the moudjahidin who may have 
extorted money from Afghans will have their weapons confiscated, be excluded from 

the party, and denounced to other resistance organizations. 


Such orcers can only be explained by the extreme uniqueness of this war. In rebellion 
against che central government since, in some cases, the communist sources--who 
became moudjahidin periodically return to their families to cultivate their fields. 


So I will have to wait for about a week for the return of the region's Mojaddedi 
representative, who left to visit his three wives, bv re being able to participate 
in a control operation on the Kabul road; hostilitie. being suspended during the 
absense of the chief. If this “part-time” war seems to lend itself to smiles--seen 
from the West--it is nevertheless the kind of war best adapted to the Afghan context. 
Deprived of all international aid, the internal resistance can only count on its own 
resources. Moreover, because of lack of ammunition, it would be useless for the 
combatants to remain continually on a war footing. This precarious /modus vivendi/ 
is somewhat disorienting. 


Ie it a eign of strength or of weakness on the part of the Soviet /rmy to tolerate 
[the existence of] a camp of “desperados” at the gates of Kabul? /"The very 
existence of thts village of moudjahidin proves our impotence," says the former 
member of the king's bodyguard without illusions. /"“How could we withstand a tank 
attack joined with a parachute drop of commandos on the mountains? If we did not 
suffer more losses during the two bombardments, it is only because «f the cowardice 
of the Russian pilots. They fire from very high altitude out of tear of being 
brought down by one of our dachakas [translation unknown] while diving in the valley."/ 
Reduced to semi-inactivity, this high-ranking officer invites me to a picnic in a 
little wood several kilometers, from Sor-Khab with his men. He insists on talking 
to me out of the presence of the mullahs. 


/"T have been a soldier for 30 years, and despite that I have never been given any 
real authority. We are tired of the “bearded ones" (religious chiefs), their incom- 
petence is leading the resistance into disaster. Unfortunately, the Afghans only 
have confidence in their mullahs. Only the mullahs have not betrayed them. By 
contrast, they mistrust the soldiers, for many of them are communists. The parties 
in Peshawar are not worth much, but we are obliged to go through them to get arms."/ 


During the entire conversation, his men, all old soldiers, never quit assembling and 
dismantling their Kalachrikovs. They improvise a shooting match but, due to the 
scarcity of ammunition, each contestant will only get one shot! /"When you go back 
to Europe, go see Zaher Shah, he is an open man, and tell him that we are waiting 
for him. Only those who have personal ambitions don't want him to return,"/ the 
officer told me gravely. /"Don't think that we are reactionaries: we don't just 
want the re-establishment of the kingship. Times have changed, but we think that 
Zaher Shah is the only man capable of bringing about Afghan unity."/ To the minds 
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of the great majority of combatants in the interior, the ever-deepening divisions 
in the outeide resistance constitute the greatest hendicap. /"We have lost every- 
thing: our houses, our land, our brothers, our chiidren, but we have brought our 
divisions with us,"/ was the fatalistic commentary of the brother of one of Daoud's 
ministers, in exile in Qetta, in Pakistani Baluchistan. 


"I'LL Being You Back Vodka From Kabul" 


In quick-march the column crosses the verdant plain, checkered with emall fields 
bordered by small low walle of stone. A once-prosperous region. I see for the 
firet time windows with glass in them. The habitations, emall forts, at some remove 
from each other, carry traces of recent fighting: the farmers have come back and 
are still finishing up the clearing of the debris.  pparently, the Soviet-Afghan 
army is trying to intimidate the population, which fraternizes openly with the 
moudjahidin, rather to exterminate it. Several times we are invited to take tea 
and refill our bage with fruit. The chief of the village offers to come with us to 
the road. This old man, of almost skeletal thinness, with white hair and beard, is 
only 52 years old! 


Wheels wobbling, the car from Kabul arrives, for once, on time, The moudjahidin put 
in their orders with the driver (tea, sugar, cigarets) and give him a roll of film 
taken in Sor-Khab so it can be developed in the city. The car will come back 
tomorrow with the provisions. /"I am going back to my family tomorrow, for they 
have had no news of me for a year. When I come back, I'll bring some vodka with me 
for you,"/ jokes a young man to me, a youth from Kabul who deserted the Aighan army. 
Twenty-one years old, he was conscripted, transported by air to the Basiam province. 
After successfully escaping with 6 of his comrades, it took him a week on foot to 
get back to the Kabul region. 


It's a typical ecene, these young conscripts with shaven necks, fleeing toward 
Pakistan. Their uniforms come off, little by little, in the course of their march, 
until they have only the shoes. They all say the same thing: /"I do not want to 

shoot at the moudjahidin, I do not want to kill Muslims."/ Ome day about 30 
adolescents will come seeking refuge in the mountains, as the Kalqis are requisitioning 
all youth of fighting age. The youngest refugee was only 14. 


For how long can the Afghan resistance hold out? The purchase of a sheep represents 
a luxury for most the moudjahidin. Will they, in the near future, be obliged to 
flee to Afghanistan to survive, and therefore abandon their struggle? The flow of 
refugees is unceasing, and among them are many young people. The students from 
Kabul feel ill at ease amidst the rude peasants, hardened to adversity and obedient 
to the mullahs. /"If a clergyman questions me about the Koran, I'm lost, for I know 
nothing. He will quite naturally accuse me of being a Kalqi,"/ my interpreter con- 
fides to me. Chahir will also be severely called to task for having “forgotten” to 
say his prayer. 


"The Parties Control Us" 


In the KHYBER MAIL in Peshawar on 12 August, the Afghan resistance estimated at half 
a million the losses in human life since the intervention of the USSR. In reality, 
it is impossible to get a precise total. In this country broken into a thousand 
families, there are a thousand wars and a thousand different resistance movements. 
This is both the strength and the weakness of the moudjahidin. 
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In each region, in each valley, the Soviet-Afghan Army guet take a different 
strategy, sometimes directly opposite to the one before; the carrot or the stick, 
money or fragmentation bombs. But, concerned about protecting his own village, his 
horizon extending only as far ae hie minaret, the Afghan peasant scarcely sees--even 
if he speake of it--the real necessity of uniting the resistance. If the latter 
does indeed penetrate deeply into the interior of the country, nevertheless the 
influence of the parties diminishes in proportion to the distance from the border 
zones. If by their talent the Pachtou story-tellers are able to transform the least 
omall skirmish into a Hundred Years’ War, it is nonetheless true that thie conflict, 
with ite train of exactions, strikes out blindly at the civilian populations. 


Sharp bursts of light interrupt the silence irregulerly. Bombardment? Artillery 
fire? It is barely daybreak in the province of Paktia, We have marched the whole 
night on the return road at the slow pace of the dromedaries. Unable to see in the 
moonless night, we were constantly stumbling on the narrow rocky trail, 


On a crest at the border, moudjahidin are throwing rocks at emall green-colored anti- 
personnel mines to make them explode. Every nook is crammed with explosive devices 
disguised as paper figures or watches. Tonight, along all the access roads to 
Pakistan, helicopters from the Soviet-Afghan Army have scattered deadly devices that 
will randomly mutilate men, women, children. At the hotel Shalozan, a wretched 

hovel in Parachinar, a young man has been waiting for almost 10 days for an ampu- 
tation. He stepped on a mine and his foot was shattered, and the leg became inected. 





/"We have not gotten a visit from a single resistance leader in 2 years,"/ says an 
exofficer imprisoned under Taraki and freed after the arrival of the Soviets: /"The 
parties represent nothing at all, but unfortunately they control us. Without then, 
" weapons for fighting, no money for our families. They amuse themselves with the 
moudjahidin like a little child with a bird. They would like to see an ignorant 
people so they can dominate it. They systematically throw out of their positions of 
responsibility the officers and the intellectuals, in short all the competent 
people;"/ the sound of a clock ticking can be heard everywhere, in every quarter. 
Less than a year after the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, the resistance is 
quite out of breath, and it is not only from lack of antiaircraft weapons. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MOMAND TRIBES FIGHTING FOR REVOLUTION 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Nov 60 p 2 
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WOBLN PROTHIRROOD GTUDIAITE ARMLATED 18 CRACKDOWN 


Athens ATHENS WHE in tagiieh 1) fov 8 p 7 


[Text) Wew Delhi, (Reuter)~-A large aumber of Kabul University etudente have 
been arrested over the peet four months in « goveroment crackdown on members of 
outlawed lelamic groupe, on Afghan teacher e014 here Monday, 


The teacher, who arrived (rom tabul recently, told reporters that moet of the 
arrested students were charged with being members of the banned Moslem brother- 
hood Organteation, 


He eaid there ware organioes group eactive on the campus distributing anti- 
goveromant pamphiets at night. (ae publ igheds) 


Students Viee 


The 2@-year-ol4 tabul University econcmiet, Mio 414 not want to be named, said 
attendance in gost faculties was low a0 many students had fled the country or had 
been drafted into the arey, 


The teacher, “io ie on Wie wey to the United States, wai4d that security forces had 
slieo picted up etudente on the etreetes or from their homes for comecription. 


He eaid the government recently sennounced that students jcining the forces would 
be exempted from writing examinations and promoted to higher «laeeses. 


Kabul Badio 414 leet gonth young wen eget 7) and shove dio had failed to report 
for service in the Afghan armed forces would not be puniahed if they turned up 
for duty by Mov, 7, 


tent to Rusels 


The teacher e414 sbut 7,000 student eympathisers of President bebrak Karma) 's 
Varchem faction of the ruling People’s Democratic Party had been sent to the Soviet 


Union, 


"1 do not now heather they have bean went for wilitery training or what,” he 
ates. 


Zh 








The teacher said Soviet advisers were members of a high-powered committee set up 
te review the university's curricula, teaching methods and administration, but no 
curriculum changes had been made eo far, 


Politica! indoctrination classes were held in some faculties, he added, 

Diplomatic sources here said the situation in the troubled city of Kandahar in 
southern Afghanietan had improved in the past few weeks but the influence of anti- 
government rebele continued to be prevasive, 

Teachere Shot 


They eaid rebele had told echoole to close and three teachers had been shot for 
ignoring the order. 


The sources added that rebels had forced butchers hoarding meat to reopen their 
shope and had fixed che prices. 


Quoting 4 firet-hand report, the sources said the city was less tense and markets 
were no longer shut for days on end, 


But the report said most people were indoors by 7 p.m. two to three hours before 
curfew time. The sources said there were two curfews, one enforced by rebele from 
9 p.m... the other by the authorities one hour later. 
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MEASURES BEING TAKEN TO BOOST ECONOMY 
Loane to Agriculture 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Nov 80 pp il, 4 


[Text] The Board of Directors of Agriculture Development Bank met yesterday. 
Abdul Wakil, minieter of finance and chairman of the Board presided over the 
meeting. After reviewing the reporte of Executive and local Advisory boards and 
international auditore the balance sheet and financial statement of the Bank 
during 1358 wae approved at the meeting. 


Other proposale of the Executive Board was aleo discussed at the meeting and 
necessary decisions were made. [ae published) 


A source of the Agriculture Development Bank said that during 1358 the Bank 
extended a total of Afs. 998 million worth of loans including credite for finan- 
cing purchase of chemical fertiliser, improved seeds, insecticides and pesticides, 
agriclture machinery, irrigation echemes, orcharding, animal husbandry, marketing 
etc. to toiling peasants, cooperatives and agricultural organisations through 
central -_ and the Bank's provincial chapters all-over the country. [as 

publ ished 


The loan extended for financing the purchase of agriculture machinery during the 
past year shows an increase of 223 per cent. Similarly, the extending of credit 
to settlers was also added to the Bank's credit programme and under this programme 
a loan amounting to three million afghanis was paid. 


Finance Minister and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Bank expressed 
appreciation for the hard work of employees of the Bank during 1358 in imple- 
menting the developmental programmes of the DRA revolutionary government in 
agriculture sector. He wished that the officials and employees of the Bank will 
make more efforte towards realisation of the objectives of the Saur Revolution, 
especially ite new evolutionary phase, so that better and more effective services 
are rendered to peasants and cooperatives. He also hoped for further expansion 
of Bank's scope of activities to render better services to people and to agri- 
culture sector in the country. 


The meeting was attended by Director-General of Agriculture Extension and Pro- 
ductions, Governor of Da Afghanistan Bank, President of Foreign Lisison of Plan- 
ning Affairs Ministry, President of Treasury Department, Ministry of Finance, 
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eembere of Bank's executive and advisory boards and representative of Laternational 


Auditing. 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 9 Nov 80 p 3 
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Export Promotion 
Kabul KABUL WEW TIMES in English 10 How 80 p 3 


[Text) Afghanieten te one of the leset developed countries, with traditional 
economic and social etructures, The conetrainte imposed on ite trade with outside 
world by ite land-locked geographical situation, required « new, global approach 
in trade promotion: an approach that would etretch well beyond the boundaries 
traced for euch activities in other developing countries, Trade promotion in 
countries euch ae Afghanieten requires coherent vision, at short, medium, and 
long-term eta,ee of their economic development end implies slow, patient action 

in putting together 411 components which will euceesefully result in enhancing 

the performance of the foreign trade sector. 


Imaginative timitiative in the area of trade policies and promotion etrategies, 
building up of « responsive and adequate inetitutional etructure, but firet and 
foremost continuing improvements in euch basice as product adaptation and devel op- 
ment, quality control and improvement, costing and pricing, packaging and trane- 
port, conetitute the essential parte of euch « drive. 


The Export Promotion Project, backed by the International Trade Centre (ITC) 
and financed by the United Nations Development Programme and earlier by the 
Swedish Loternational Development Agency has been carried out, eversince 1974, 
with theese realities in mind. [es published) 


Under the project comprehensive assistance in the field of promoting Afghan 
export products, both traditional and new, hae been given to the Ministry of 
Commerce. 


Major directions of the project activities include the following: 


~-Assietance in establishing and strengthening of export organizations. Afghan 
Handicraft Emporium wae created which is now « major exporter of handmade 
articles. 





~~Assietance in establishing « proper market research system. Potential studies 
on all major export products vere prepared to help exporters and importers better 
know each other. 


~~Aesietance in direct marketing. A number of missions were carried out to try 
Afghan producte in major markets such as Western Burope, US, Japan, Australia. 
The aiesions brought sizable contracts, useful contects and auch needed ideas on 
product adaptation. 


~-Assistance in planning and implementation of Afghan participation at inter- 
national faire and exhibitions. Since mid-1975 participation of Afghanistan at 

2? outeide faire was made possible. New markets discovered, new buyers identified 
and millions of dollars worth of orders obtained, are the results of this activ- 
ity, and « large oumber of Afghan officers were trained in preparation and hand! ing 
participation, and in technique of commercial negotiations. 


--Preparation of publicity materials. Colour catalogues on Afghan handicrafts, 
including ome on handmade carpets, and an Afghan Foreign Trede Directory were 
printed. 











~-Eetabliehment of a proper trade information system thue securing non-etop flow 
of commercial information on all major export-import products, The availability 
of the most up-to-date information on the international supply, demand and price 
——e— helpe Afghanistan take better advantage of existing commercial possi- 
bilities, 


~-Training of personnel, Training programmes, seminare, workshops and study 
tours were organised and carried out for moet of the counterpart officers with 
the purpose of improving their professional qualifications. 


UN assistance in the export promotion sector is very well received and strongly 
support by the Ministry of Commerce and various agencies involved in the export 
trade. [as published) The assistance has helped create more jobs, increase 
foreign exchange earnings so much needed for implementation of national develop- 
ment programmes. (FOCUS) 


cso: 4920 
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TRAN-IRAQI WAR DEFINED AS ‘'IMBROGLIO, RESTLESSNESS' 
Brussels SPECIAL L'EVENTAIL in French 24-30 Oct 80 pp 14, 19 
[Article: "“Imbroglios and Rest leseness...") 


\Text | The conflict between Iraq and Iran, which started 22 September last, is 
entering ice fifth week. 


The end is not in sight despice the conciliation efforts of the Islamic Con- 
ference and the meeting of the Security Council. One could even wonder as to the 
way it could degenerate. However, before considering this aspect of the pro- 
blem it might be useful to review the causes of the conflict and see the view- 
points expressed toward the belligerents. 


When the Iraqi forces mounted the attack against Iran, on 22 September, their 
armed forces command stated that the invasion of Iranian territory was, "...an 
answer to the Iranian decision to paralyze maritime traffic in the Straits of 
Ormuz." Yer, after his 25 September interview in Paris with Giscard d'Estaing, 
Tarek Aziz, Iraqi vice prime minister, listed in the course of a press conference 
Bagdad's conditions for a cessation of hostilities. The conditions cast a some- 
what better light on the reasons for the Iraqi intervention and could be reduced 
to four points. They are the following: 1) demand of Iran to respect Iraq's 
sovereignty and right over its own territories and waters; 2) the establishment 
of good neighborly relations agreements with Iraq and the other Arab countries 
in the Gulf; 3) cessation of Iranian interferences in the domestic affairs of 
Iraq and the other Arab countries; 4) cessation of all aggressive activities on 
the part of Iran against these countries." 


Actually, in addition to the matter of Iranian interference, the main problem is 
the territorial problem existing between the two countries. Actually, Iraq had 
been forced to yield to Iran under the shah a portion of 80 square kilometers in 
the area of Qasr-e-Chirin and part of the Shatt-el-Arab. Yet, according to the 
1975 Algiers agreement, Iraq is reclaiming these territories. Furthermore, it 
contests Iranian sovereignty on three small islands in the Ormuz Straits: Abu 
Musa, Big Tunb and Little Tunb. It does not want them for itself. It merely 
asks of Iran to pull its forces out of them and “...prove that it has neither 
ambition nor hostility toward the Arabs by restituting them to the United Arab 
Emirates." Thus, profiting from the fact that Khomeyni had dismantled the 
Iranian Army, Bagdad recovered the territories on which it had laid claim while 
securing for itself several territorial positions with a view to its future 
negotiations with Tehran. 
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Had these few aapects constituted the totality of the problem, it would have been 
very simple and of no particular interest. Yet, a number of factors have totally 
changed ‘he picture. The first is the nature of the belligerents as petroleum 
producers, They have not only stopped their petroleum exports but, through 
reciprocal deatructions of their petroleum installations, are seriously compro- 
mising their futures, Furthermore, Iran is threatening to block the Straits of 
Ormuz. The implementation of this threat would entail, on the one hand, Western 
military intervention to reestablish free navigation in the Gulf. On the other 
hand, the conflict would then risk going beyond its current local limits and 
apreading over the entire Arab Peninsula. The West would thus become totally 
deprived of its petroleum supplies. 


Another factor is the complexity of the positions held by the various countries 
toward the belligerents. Jordan, Kuwait and Saudia Arabia support Iraq. Syria, 
Lybia and the PLO have taken Iran's side. Thus, united within the "intransigent 
front" against the Camp David accords, Iraq and Jordan, on the one hand, and 
Syria, on the other, have been aplit by the current conflict. The game played 
by the USSR and the United States is no less complex. The USSR has armed iraq 
and has a certain number of military advisors in the country. Furthermore, it 
has just concluded a security treaty with Syria. According to the treaty the 
USSR will supply military aid and, if necessary, troops to Syria. Finally, 
making everything clear, through Vinogradov, its ambassador in Tehran, Moscow 
has offered arms to Iran'... The U.S. position is just as clear. Officially, 
Starting with the outbreak of the conflict, as forced by the hostages and the 
presidential elections, the United Crates has taken Iran's side. Washington 
made clear advances to Tehran. Nevertheless, it is continuing to supply arms to 
Saudia Arabia which is Iraq's ally and is being accused by the Iranians of 
supplying Bagdad with military intelligence! 





Finally, the last but not least factor we shall mention is that these events are 
taking place, on the one hand, in an area vital to the survival of the West ond, 
on the other, an area which the USSR considers or would like co consider its 
preserve. 


Other than there various positions, somewhat contradictory and rather contused, 
let us try to shed a little bit more light by analyzing to the extent of the 
possible the game played by the two superpowers. The day following the outbreak 
of the Iraq-Iran conflict, on 25 September, Muskie and Gromyko met for over 

3 hours. Two points stand out from this conversation. The first is chat "“pro- 
found differences of view" had pitted one man against the other and, secondly, 
that Soviets and Americans intended to remain neutral in this matter. This was 
one month ago. Yet, as the conflict between Iraq and iran is assuming the nature 
of a war of attrition, we have witnessed a change in the positions of each of 


the superpowers. 


The United States is guided by three main objectives. The first is the November 
presidential elections. The release of the American hostages would be a sub- 
stantial contribution to Carter's eventual reelection. From this viewpoint the 
Iraq-Iran conflict is an interesting feature. Since it uses American military 
ordnance, the Iranian Army is experiencing a particularly urgent need for spare 
parts. Currently one out of eight combat aircraft is airworthy. Simple logic, 








therefore, ia that, henceforth, the hostages are of no interest to you, give them 
back to us. We shall respond by lifting the sanctions againat iran and give you 
the military materiel you need. In order to emphasize the point and, above all, 
exert a little bic of pressure, the U.S. Air Force AWACS, airplanes crowded with 
electronic equipment and based in Saudia Arabia, are hindering, to a certain 
extent, the activities of the lrantan Phantom Jets. This is a simple warning 
which could be made far more effective. The Iranians have read the signs pro- 
perly. That is why, in his press conference prior to his departure from New 
York, on 18 October, Ali Rajai, the Lranian prime minister, formulated an a con- 
dition tor the release of the hostages the withdrawal of che AWACS from Saudia 
Arabia, on the one hand, and the elimination of American support to countries 
favoring Iraq, on the other, such as Saudia Arabia, Jordan, and Egypt. These 
Iranians have clearly acquired the art of putting America's poor diplomacy in an 
impossible position. The dilemma which faces Carter is to choose between a trump 
card for his own reelection and withholding U.S. support from its allies! This 
is happening particularly at a time when the United States is trying to regain 
the influence they have either lost or substantially changed in chis part of 

the world after they dropped the shah! To wind it up, the final objective of 
the United States is not only to insure unhindered sailing in the straits but 
the possibility for petroleum extraction in an area whose continuing deliveries 
are indispensable to Western survival. 


In turn, the Soviets are being particularly discreet in this entire matter. 
This is not to say that they are keenly following developments or that, true to 
their expansionistic policy, are not continuing to position their pawns in this 
area. 


Curcently the European countries have petroleum reserves for about four months. 
However, a continuing Iran-Iraq conflict would not fail to trigger major worries. 
On the one hand, interruptions of petroleum supplies would be felt even more 
painfully than increases in crude oil prices; on the other hand, the danger of 
the conflict spreading to the neighboring Arab countries should noc be ignored. 
To the Westerners, the problem would no longer be that of insuring free naviga- 
tion in the Gulf but of protecting the oi! wells from eventual destruction. 


At this stage, any hypothesis, even, and above all, the most pessimistic, should 
be considered.... 


5157 
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PRESIDENTIAL AIDE DISCUSSED WAR, HOSTAGE SITUATION 
Paris AN-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 13-19 Oct 80 pp 9-10 


[Interview With Mohammad Hasan Pir Hoseyni, President Bani-Sadr's Adviser for 
Internal Affairs, by Fadiyah al-Sharqawi; “Interview With Pir-Hoseyni: There Is 
U.S.-Soviet Agreement; Islands Are Iranian Historically"] 


[Text] Mohammad Hasan Pir-Hoseyni, President Bani-Sadr's adviser for internal 
affairs, has asserted during his visit to France that the Iraq-Iran war will extend 
to the entire area and that the “United States and the Soviet Union are in agreement 
on changing the Gulf map for their private interests," that Bakhtiar's government 

is a meaningless dream, that “the three islands are Iranian historically, and that 
peaceful discussions could have been held regarding the borders. 


In the following interview with AL~NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI, Pir-Hoseyni said 
that Iran is not in need of military supplies [imdadat] at present, that it is 
ready for an endless war with Iraq and that this war is not a war between two 
nationalities. 


[Question] Are you in Paris on an official mission and can France play the role of 
a mediator in the Iraq-Iran war in view of the good relations it has with Iraq’ 


[Anewer|] I am not here on an official mission. This visit comes within the frame- 
work of other visits in Europe. I believe that before speaking of a Franch 
mediation in the ongoing war, it is better to talk about putting an end to the war. 
Iraq, through the government of Saddam Husayn, has committed an aggression against 
Iran. We are only defending ourselves and Saddam's army must return to its previous 
borders before any mediation. We have never wanted this war and we don't want it 

to go on. I believe France is capable of playing an important role in this regard. 


[Question] What are the limits of the Iraq-Iran war, and do you think Iran is 
capable of continuing the war despite its numerous domestic problems? 


|Anewer) I cannot define the limits of this war in advance, However, I assert on 
the Iranian side that Iran will carry on with this war until it regains ali its 
territories and until it pushes Saddan's army beyond the borders agreed upon in the 
1975 Algiers treaty. Continuation of the war depends on Iraq and on the extent of 
Iraq's readiness to persist in ite aggressions against us. We will continue to 
defend ourselves to the last able-bodied person in Iran. This issue is an issue of 
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life or death to Iran and to the revolution. We are not defending our land alone 
but defending all of humanity in this revolution which believes that it is the 
model for the revolutions that can liberate the persecuted peoples in the world. 


{Question} Do you believe that the borders agreed upon in the Algiers treaty are 
fair to Iraq? 


[Answer] The talk about fairness or unfairness is something that should have been 
discussed around the negotiation table and not through war. Therefore, | cannot 
comment on this lesue under thie particular circumstance. The agreement exists, 
regardless of whether it is fair or not. To discuss its fairness, the war and the 
fighting whould be stopped and this matter should then be discussed. 


[Question] Let us assume that Iraq did not launch this war and invited you to hold 
discussions on the agreement, would it have been possible to respond to this call? 


[Answer] We are always ready for discussions and we would have lauded such a thing 
if it had been done. This is what we blame Saddam's government for. Why didn't it 
transform this matter into a real discussion? 


” 


Fate of Islands 


[Question] But don't you believe that Iraq has legitimate demands, at least insofar 
as the borders are concerned? 


[Answer] I repeat that Iraq, in case it has certain demands, should have resorted 
to dialogue and to peaceful means to realize them. However, this doesn't mean that 
all they ['raqis] are demanding is legitimate and that they would have gotten 
everything they demanded. Wo. I would like to separate two things: The three 
islands and the borders. 


Concerning the three islands, I believe that they have never been the property of 
anybody other than Iran. If we review history, we will find that these islands 
had belonged to Iran and were then controlled by the British for a time. When 
Britain departed from the area, the islands’ inhabitants occupied them. But this 
doesn't mean that the islands belong to the inhabitants. I also can see no 
justification for Iraq and for Saddam to demand these islands, especially since 
Saddam will have no geographic control over them. Iraq asserts that it wants 
these islands to return them to the Arab fold. We ask Saddan Husayn: Who are you 
to act as the godfather of the Arab states? 


Moreover, if we assume that these islands are Arab islands, then we ask this question: 
Under whose control will these islands be placed? Under the control of Sharjah 

or of any other small Arab country? They will end up under the control of the United 
States. Allow me to explain to you the situation in the area. The United States 

has military bases and a regular U.S. army in Muscat and Oman. This means that in 
case these islands are returned to the Arab countries, they will end up under the 
control of the United States. Moreover, one of our revolution’s goals in the Gulf 
area is to oust the United States from the area. Therefore, the demand for these 
islands is illegitimate. I believe that Saddam Husayn knows this perfectly well 

and this is why he no longer demands then. 

















As for the borders, if Iraq has any demands then it gust stop the war first and move 
out of the Iranian territory second. It gust aleo declare a cease-fire and promise 
not to interfere in the Iranian domestic affairs. However, | again repeat that 
this doesn't mean that they will get everything they are demanding. I! believe that 
@ legitimate discussion can lead to legitimate results. 


lraq's Reasone 


[Question] Why, in your opinion, has Iraq launched this war and do you think that 
there are goals behind it? 


[Anewer| Saddam wanted to launch this war a long time ago. He committed numerous 
agressions against Iran through his interference in our domestic affaires after the 
revolution’s triumph in February 1979. Saddam has given asylum and aid to Savak 
members and men of the shah's regime fleeing Iran. In fact, Iraq started its war 
against Iran in Qasr-e-Shirin 8 months ago. They started by encroaching upon 
towns and killing innocent people. I believe that Saddam has chosen this particular 
time because he believes that Iran is in a weak position at present. but his 
calculations are wrong and the biggest proof of this is, as you can see, that when 
the Lraqi agression started, Iran put aside the internal problems it was facing 
and has transformed all its efforts to defend its independence, territories and 
resources. 


[Question] The Iranians have asserted repeatedly that there will be no cease-fire 
before Iraq returns to the previous borders. Do you think that in case the war 
continues, [ran will be able to reach a military phase through which it can negotiate? 


|Anewer| First, from a military standpoint, we can say that the iraqi army is not 
strong enough to confront the Iranian forces. We possess a strong fighting army and 
there is a difference between a strong fighting army and an army of mercenaries. 

I believe that Saddam's army is an army of mercenaries. Saddam pays the {troops} 
to fight and they possess no national feeling and no ideological motive for fighting. 
The destruction of a regular army is impossible, unless Iraq can destroy the entire 
army and all its weapons. However, Iraq canuot destroy 20 million people becauce 
the Iranian army is not fighting alone. The people are the ones fighting. Moreover, 
with its organization and training, the Iraqi army is not very efficient whereas 

the Iranian army has broad field experience and all its naval, land and air forces 
are we)l trained. I also believe that in its present condition, the Iranian 

army is capable of carrying on with the war. Through a simple mathematica! process, 
we can assert that the Iranian army is capable of carrying on with an endless battle 
if Iraq is prepared for such a battle. But I do not believe that Iraq is capable of 
an endless battle and that it will be the major loser. 





Moscow's and Washington's Role 


[Question] What, in your opinion, is the role played by the two superpowers in 
this war? 


[Anewer] I believe that the two superpowers, especially the United States, are 
playing a major role in this war. Despite its declaration of neutrality, the 
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United States haw participated in thi, war by sending ite radar aircraft |AWAC'S) 
to Saudt Arabia, through Ling Husayn’s support for taddem Hussyne, by convincing 
friendly countries, such ae Vrance, Britain end Auetralia, of the need to interfere 
in the problem and through the threate to tnterfere in iran in cose the birait of 
Hormuz is hit [elowed), Thie tw ineofar as the United States te concerned, As 

for the Siviet Union, thie country has given iraq supplies and epareparts, Thies 
meane «© direct tatervention in the war, Wat we want of the world peoples, 
eepecitally of the peoples living under the wing of the @alor powers, to urge their 
governments to etop thelr aggressions againet wus, 


[Question) iran hae asserted that it haw ecquired @ilitary epereparte {rom Turkey. 
How can you wake your allegations of direct U.S, intervention in the war compatibie 
with your getting aid from Turkey which te bnown for ite ties with the Voited 
States at al) levele’ 


|Anewer| | cannot anewer thie question, | have not received any information or 
atfirmation on what you call Turkion @iliteary aid to iran, Therefore, 1 cannot 
give an anewer on thie contradiction in our policy (ete), 


\Question| Political obeervera believe that you will throw yourselves into the 
bosom of the Soviet Union sooner of later, especially since no country in this 
world can atford not to be seeociated with one of the two superpowers, What is 
your opinion, 


|\Anewer! | belleve that thie quesetiva te difficult, However, | would like to 
anewer it. tran hee paid, a6 you ‘aw, am exorbitant price for ite independence-~ 
thie le why we ere not prepared ++ lowe thie independence, However, acquiring 
weapons from another country does hot geen that you have lost your independence, 

We ore prepared to accept any #14, provided that the price ie not our independence, 


[Question| tut you have aot enewered ay question’ 


|Anewer| I don't believe that it is necessary for us to establioh new relations 
with the Seviet Union, I don't at ai) belleve in such @ thing. 


(Question) De you think that the Iraq-iran war will extend to new areas’ 


|\Anewer|) Yee, because Saddam Husayn has been disappointed in thie war and he will 
try to pereuade other countries, espectaily Arab countries Mich we consider 
friends and allies, to enter the war for one goal, namely to prove that he te the 
Arab world leader. However, thie depends on the other countries and on the 
possibility of their sliding inte the war or of being transformed into an Iraqi 
military base. in euch @ case, we will fight these countries in defense «° our 
count ries, 


[Queetion) De you think that one of the Arab states will turn into a wilitery 
base for iraal 


|Anewer| So far, with the exception of one Arab etate Mich haw done eo, | have no 
information on other Arab states, | hope that they will not «lip and fall into the 
trap because it is not in the interest of their countries, of Iran or of the 

world to do #0, 
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Saudi Arabia and United tates 


[Question| You have hinted in your setetements at one Arab state which hae done 
thie wo far, ie it Gaudi Arabia and what ie ite role, in your opinion in this war? 


|Anawer| taudi Arabia haw played an important role io thie war, There ore reports 
asserting that emmunition and weapons have been transported {row it to iraq, However, 
these reports have not been confirmed wo tar, Therefore, | cannot asesert that 

Saudi Arabia has gotten directly tavolved in the war, I believe that the United 
‘tates te useing Gaudi Arabia ae @ screen to advance wilitary aid to Iraq, 


|\Queetion| This means that you are aceusing the United States of being behind 
the war’ 


|Anewer) Of course, I will wo even further to way that the United ©. ates is the 
party that hae called for thie war, The dispateh of 4 AWACe to Sav 1 Arabia in of 
great significance and is something that confirms that the war wi'. enter 4 new 
phase, weaning that it will expand to new fromte, 1 will go eti', further to way 
that through the presence of these sircraft, the United States ‘« beginning 4 war 
for a big change in the area's map, The presence of the aircraft io not intended 
solely to proteat the Gaudi oi) weile, It aleo geans that baudi Arabia has agreed 
to play the role of « command an4 contro) canter tor a quick war in the area, 


|\Queetion| Do you belleve that the other Arab etates will enter this war’ 


|Anewer) i believe that the governments in the Arab Gull, and even in the Arab 
desert (|wic|, 40 not have enough power to defend their independence in case the 
Ynited ttates and the Lingsow of Gaudi Arabia declare war on them, Let me give 
you an example, taddam Wueayn 414 not need more than 6 hours to reach the center of 
Kuwait « few years ago. in Oman, there are U,5, basew in which Egyptian troops 
are present and these forces need no more than «4 few hours to invade ail the Guill 
states, An aggression of thie sort te something easy for Saudi Arabia, the United 
States and iraq to commit, 1 do not believe that they need wore than one day Lo 
enpand the war to the entire area, They possess sufficient wilitery hardware for 
thie purpose, However, the area will turn tate « real hell, The aircraft |AWACe) 
present in Saudi Arabia currently can watch and control 25 wiles, Thies means 
that Saudi Arabia, which te covering iraq and Gaddam Wusayn, ie well-prepared and 
equipped to interfere in these omall countries of the ares, and even in iran, 

at any moment, 


Arave-lranian War? 


(Question) Tole means that the Iraa-iraen war will turn into an Iranian-Arab war’ 


[Anewer|) We cannot call it on Arab-lrantan war, It ie @ wixed war for changing 
the area's aap. 


(Question) tow, in your opinion, will the area's map change’ 


[Anewer|) Let os imagine the scenario of thie war through the area's way, The 
fighting will extend to the other tronte, including the Persian Gull, and the major 
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powers suddenly decide to bring peace to the area. How? Through military 
intervention, Military intervention requires that their forces be present around 
the Pe eian Gulf, Thus, thie gulf will be divided militarily among the major 
powers, Then negotiations based on political and military pressures will follow 
for the purpose of stripping away territories and for bringing into existance new 
governments supporting the major powers--governments on which these powers can rely 
to keep the of] in loyal and friendly hands. Thies will be the goal of the war in 
case it extends to new areas, elee what is the meaning of launching the war from 
the southern Persian Gulf when they can launch it from sea? What ia happening at 
present is a major war for changing the area's map and for creating new countries, 
as happened in the past. Thie means that all the of] will be monopolized by the 
imperialiete. 


[Question] Do you think that the Soviet Union will watch such a situation as a 
spectator? 


|Anewer) 1 believe that there must be an agreement between the Soviet Union and 
the United States and I believe that such an agreement does exist in the long run 
[sic]. 1 don't understand how the Soviet Union can watch thie military occupation 
in thie etrategic area ae 4 epectator after the arrival of the U.8. aircraft, at a 
time when the United States has combat-ready troops in Oman, and at a time when the 
United States is preparing domestically an army with a nucleus of 100,000 troops to 
be sent to the area in the near future? Let us put ourselves in the place of the 
Soviet Union. Can it stand silent and relaxed in the face of all these trans- 
formations whereas in the past, it used to protest any simple move by the United 
States’? The military balance in the area has been upset and yet we have seen no 
serious movement on the part of the Soviet Union. This means that there is prior 
agreement between the two superpowers to control a secure area in order to 
guarantee their private interests. 


Military Supplies 


[Question] You have asserted that Iran does not need military supplies in the 
Iraq-!ran war. But in case this war is prolonged, how will you acquire military 
supplies as long as you are isolated politically? 


[Anewer] I do not like the word ‘isolation.’ But I do understand your meaning. I 
believe that it is difficult for a large number of states to understand the principles 
of the Iranian Islamic revolution because most of the positions that we adopt are 
derived from the revolution's positions. Most states, governments and politicians 
determine their political positions that are based on force through the political, 
ideological and strategic balances whereas our revolution relies on a different 
philosophy. This is something which requires time for the states to comprehend 

and to harmonize their policies with our policy. I agree that we have made a 
mistake in not explaining this policy, perhaps because we have not had enough time 
or because we have not exerted sufficient efforts in this regard. This is why we 
have not been able so far to convince these countries and these governments of our 
foreign policy. This is also why we rely for support on the peoples and not the 
governments. We know that the countries of the world have realized that this war 
has been a war of agression by Saddam Husayn against Iran. But very regrettably, 
the peoples do not possess the informatio: media to express this realization. 
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Ae for the political iselation, we acknowledge that we are in 4 poor position 
politically insofar as the positions of the governments of some countries are 
concerned, But ineofar as the citizens of these countries are concerned, we are 
atrong. 


[Question] But you cannot continue the war without any political and, consequently, 
military aid? 


|\Anewer] This is the truth, But if the war is prolonged, it will not be between 
Iran and the Arab countries but between these countries and the superpowers. We 
need aid from the friendly countries and I believe that if we reach such 4 position, 
there are numerous countries that will not leave use without assistance. 


{Question} What do you expect Bakhtiar's role to be in the present phase, especially 
in the wake of the reports of hie proceeding to Iraq to form a government in exile?’ 


|Anewer) I believe that 4 government in exile is a mere dream. A gan guet be 
simple-minded to accept a government in exile from Bakhtiar or any other person. 
The proof of this, and a man can make conclusions from this proof, is that during 
the attack of Saddam Husayn's troope on Khorramshahr the Iranian army could not 
intervene to repel thie attack at the right time but the citizens were there and 
ueed their home-made molotove to repel this attack. The citizens were able to 
destroy 18 Iraqi tanke. This meane that the people are ready to repel any attack 
against our country's independence. The formation of a government in exile means 
nothing to us or to anybody else. We believe that thie government is Bakhtiar's 
toy. Bakhtiar loves playing and is happy with this toy. 


[Question] Some accuse you of continuing to keep the hostages as a pressuring lever 
against the United States to prevent it from interfering in the war directly?’ 


|Anewer) I would like to separate the issue of the hostages from the war issue. 

We are not persecutors and we do not want to exploit this situation and these 
persons to exert pressure on the United States to reach an agreement. The Majlis 
[parliament] is the authority concerned with the hostage issue and is working to 
end the problem. They [parliament members) work independently of the influences 

of the war. However, these hostages are a part of the international community. 

In case the United States interferes in the war, such intervention would constitute 
an agression against all the international communities, especially the Iranian 
community. The intervention of the United States or of any other country will 
change the international situation which will, in turn, effect the hostages. 





(Question) But their [the hostages’) trial has taken a long time’ 


{[Anewer) 1 admit that this is true. However, the politicians and the journalists 
who have visited the hostages numerous times have expressed their satisfaction with 
hostages" situation. The hostages swim, play, go out in the fresh air, read books 
and magazines and receive mail from their families. Solving their problem depends 
on « resolution from the Majlis. It is difficult to adopt such a resolution 
because the hostage problem is not the problem of the 52 individuals but that of the 
U.S. administration and of the acts it has committed against Iran. 
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[Question] What ie your view of the international position viewarvie the Lraq-lran 
war! 


[Anawer|] Immediately after launching the war, Iraq launched an international 
propaganda campaign. Iraq has secured travel tickets for numerous journaliate and 
has been content with giving them reporte. But there are many faulty reports and 

| believe Iraq cannot continue to misiead the world public opinion because the truth 
will come owt. So far, I believe that world public opinion supporte Iran because 
we have been able to stand fast and to fight, despite the economic and military 
boycott imposed on us, @ country that receives aid and supplies from the major 
powers. I be.leve that the peace-loving peoples will be compelled to view our 
steadfastness with admiration. 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN SECURITY STAFF PLANS TO SOLVE FUEL CRISIS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Oct 80 p 5 


[Text) Turn off your water heaters, unplug your samovars. Do not drive for a while. 
Preparing variety of dishes at the same time no longer is considered a sign of 
luxury. It is a waste of food and fuel which will hurt our war efforts. 


Remember the mild winter of the revolution and prepare yourselves for a low consump- 
tion in the fall and winter seasons. We were once put to test and emerged proudly 
showing the world that shortage of consumer goods was not able to make us bow to 

the oppressor, be it the shah or anyone elee. The closeness of the main ofl centers, 
refineries and export facilities of both Iran and Iraq has made it possible for the 
two countries to bomb each other's ofl centers and temporarily put a stop to their 
operations. In the first days of the war Iraqi Migs attacked our oil storage tanks 
in Abadan, putting them on fire. But precautionary measures by responsible officials 
made it possible to avoid irrepairable damages. Oil Minister Tondguyan announced 

in a press conference that despite repeated Iraqi air attacks Iran was continuing 

to export ofl. While announcing that there were no shortage of fuel, Iranian 
officials have declared that as a precautionary measure since the war could last for 
some time, fuel including kerosene, gasoline and gasoil will be rationed and private 
cars will not be allowed to continue operating. 


At the same time, in answer to the Iraqi aggression, Iran has retaliated by bombing 
that country's oil centers at Kirkuk, Musol and Basrah, the port from which most of 
Iraq's oil is exported from, disrupting their entire operations. The strict 
censorship in Iraq has made it impossible for the outside world to learn about the 
fuel situation and its distribution in that country. But there is no doubt that as 
@ result of the destruction of the oil facilities in Iraq, kerosene and gasoline 
are not going to be in abundance there as it had been before. 


But the shortage (of fuel) will do more harm to Iraq than to Iran. This is because 
the revolutionary spirit of unity and solidarity which exist among Iranians is 
lacking in Iraq, and, unlike in Iran, there is a wide gap between the ruled and the 
rulers in Iraq. Political observers are of the opinion that the majority in Iraq, 
especially among the Shi'ites, are against the war and do not look upon it, as the 
Iranians do, as a jihad (holy war) against infidels and the defense of the country. 
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Anyway, the shortage of foodstuff and some vital consumer goods could hurt the 
country from within and it is only through public alertness that the negative effecte 
of euch a situation, brought about by war, could be neutralized. Iranians have 
experienced fuel shortage once before, but the people were determined to overthrow 
the old regime and were able to put up with it during the winter and did not let cold 
weather affect their iron will, Now that the people are facing an external enemy, 
they are even more determined and united, 


Most people have turned off their water heaters and do not turn them on except in 
an emergency. Many people have parked their care and have not driven them for quite 
some time.  oumber of them are now busy preparing their koreis [coal foot warmers) 
for the winter, 


Malektabar, who has been unemployed for some time now, in talking about fuel conser- 
vation since the war started, says: “The only thing we could do about saving fuel 
was to turn off our water heater. Before fuel shortage, our water heater was on 
all the time. Now we turn it on only on Fridays in order to take a bath. As far 
as gasoline is concerned, consumption was stopped with the start of the mobilization 
week,” 





"A Hassani, a self-employed man, talking about reducing their fuel consumption at 
home, says: “Even though I have 30 liters of gasoline in my car tank right at this 
moment, I prefer to go on foot or take the bue rather than use my car. During the 
revolution, following the fuel shortage, I purchased an oil heater, and now if the 
war continues throughout the winter season and the ofl shortage persist, I will turn 
to the korei, using charcoal. The advantage will be that it will aleo keep our tea 
and food warm." Akbar Salamati, a high school student, says: “In order to avoid 
standing in line for kerosene, we have turned our water heater off and warm the 
water on our [charcoal] stove for dishwashing. My mother suffers from pain in her 
hands if she uses cold water for washing dishes. For cooking, we use gas or kerosene, 
depending on which one is available. Now that kerosene is not available the gas 
stove is being used. If no gas could be found, we shall go back to our “valores” 
[stoves]. 


Maliheh Danesh Monfared says: “I have two small children and must keep the water 
warm all day because I wash their feet several times every day. They will catch 
cold if I turn the heater off. I do not know how to conserve fuel. All I can do is 
not to hoard it. Fortunately, a number of local boys bring us some kerosene once 
every few days." 


Formation of Supervisory Councils 


"Ali Asghar ‘A, who has worked in one of the rural development organizations for a 
short while, says: “Radio, television and the presse must be used to make people 
fuel-conscious and teach them how to conserve fuel. People will certainly listen 
and act willingly. Another way of conserving fuel and preventing its hoarding is 
through the formation of councils to supervise its distribution. 


"Providing people with gas and timely distribution of bottled gas can effectively 
help conserve our oil supplies. A knowledgeable friend of mine is of the opinion 
that gas pipelines in a wide area of the capital city have been laid and the only 
thing that remains to be done is to be connected to the main gas storage tanks. By 
doing this, the problem of gas distribution could be solved. 
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"I have spent good many years in rural areas and I know that the majority of people 
in the villages have preserved their traditional heating system of wood burning. 
Reactivation of the system can be of great help to these people during the oi) 


shortage." 
Gasoline and Gasoil 


When fuel shortage develops, gasoline and gasoil are among the firet to become short. 
Officials urge people to use public transportation and leave their care home, One 
week after private car owners were denied gasoline, officials declare that in order 
to send enough supplies to the war front, gasoline will be rationed on the basis of 
30 litere a month for every vehicle. Banning the use of private care has created 
Lote of problems for many people. Yet, it has made many people realize that it is 
possible to live without a car, All that is requiced is a little footwork and 
getting up « little earlier in the morning. Another benefit of the ban on the use 
of private vehicles is that people in big cities, especially in Tehran, will have 
the opportunity to breath clean air. 


Regarding the decrease in the level of air pollution in Tehran, since after the 
start of war and gasoline rationing, the head of che urganization for the Protection 
of the Environment, Dr Taqi Ebtekar, says: 


"Implementation of the mobilization plan provided us with the chance to measure the 
level of air pollution in connection with the use of private vehicles. In normal 
times, more than 1,000,000 vehicles are in use in Tehran. Recent restrictions have 
reduced this number to 100,000 vehicles being used every day. The amount of carbon 
monoxide produced in normal times is about 4,000 tons a day. This is now reduced 
to 400 tons a day. Also some 5 tone of lead was being produced [released in the 
air) every day by care burning cuper gasoline. This is now reduced to 500 kilos 
daily. 


The head of the Organization for the Protection of Environment also asked people to 
avoid using their water heaters. In this connection, he said: “Because of incomplete 
and faulty combustion, water heaters release a lot of carbon monoxide gas in the 

air and, therefore, people should not turn them on to help reduce the level of this 
dangerous gas in the air..." It is worth mentioning that according to experts, if 
the level of carbonmonoxide in the air reaches between 30 to 50 grams per square 
meter it will effect the hemoglobin in the blood which will be harmful for the 
nervous system. Another polluting agent in cities is hydrocarbon gas which is 
released in the air by faulty engines and is considered a cancer producing agent. 

The existence of these types of gases in the air produces a layer in the atmosphere 
that can prevent the sun rays from reaching the earth with damaging effect on kidneys 
and nerves. 


As was mentioned before, technical defects in cars and malfunctioning engines cause 
higher consumption of gasoline and gasoil in addition to polluting the air. 


Iraj, who works in a repairshop on Revol:ition Avenue, talking about the technical 
defects in automobiles causing a higher consumption of gasoline, says: “If the 
carburator fails to function properly and the engine, as we say, chokes, the result 
is a higher consumption of gas. Another factor, resulting in a higher consumption, 
is the malfunctioning of the clutch. Another factor is leakage. All these defects 
are easily repairable." 
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Mehdi Zamani Moqaddam, a mechanic in Sattar Khan workshop, talking about the same 
subject, eaye: “There are many technical defects that could result in fuel waste. 
These include a dirty airfilcter, a defective regulator, or bad carbura or, faulty 
eperk pluge and pointe. If one of those mentioned fail to function properly the 
engine will be out of tune and the fuel consumption will be greatly higher. Drivers 
muet tune up theirs engines after every 7 to 10,000 kilometers. If thie ie done 
regularly, in addition to saving fuel, the life of the engine will be prolonged.” 


Imani, who ie in charge of the repairshop of Iran Kaveh, producer and builder of 
heavy trucks, talking about fuel consumption of heavy trucks using gasoil, says: 

"In order tc .ncrease engine power, some truck drivers adjust the engines of their 
trucks to increase the inflow of fuel into carburator. A truck driver who thinks 
his truck does not move as fast as he desires when going uphill, adjusts his engine 
in order to feed more fuel into it, thinking thie will help increase the engine power, 
which will result in higher speed. li. fact, this will only increase fuel consumption 
ae well as shorten the life of the engine. Truck engines are built with certain 
specifications, with the amount of fuel needed to operate properly determined 
accordingly. Increasing the fuel inflow by manipulation will not affect efficiency 
while it will do harm to the engine and ite partes. 


Gasoline and Gasot) 


Gasoline and gasoil are the most important fuel ueed by various plants and production 
unite ineide the country. <A shortage of these fuel and their rationing will certainly 
create hardship and problems for these plants. Even though some plants have large 
supplies of fuel in their storage tanks, this will only suffice them for a short 
period of time. In order to prevent any fuel shortage that could result in a total 
stoppage of the nation's industries, officials have set up a staff to help solve 

the fuel crisis. Describing the situation in this connection, Dr Seyyed Esfahani, 

a member of the staff, says: “The staff is set up to help secure fuel needed by 
both government and nongovernment-owned industries. Following a thorough study of 
the existing fuel supplies in the country, various industrial plants have been asked 
that by preparing a report about their fuel consumption in the past three months, or 
the amount of fuel they had burned during last fall, to contact the centers that 
were announced in (the staff's) first communique, and make arrangement for the 
delivery of their needed fuel. The staff has asked various industries to switch to 
fuel ofl (mazut) because sufficient supply is on hand, with no restrictions. At 

the same time, the staff urges drivers not to drive over 80 kilometers per hour. 
Driving at higher speed will result in higher consumption.” 


Drivers should also take note that frequent change of oil is not necessary. The 
quality of the ofl now in use is good enough and an oil change between 3,000 to 
4,000 kilometers will be all right. 


Gas 


Gas is a fuel with high home consumption (for cooking purposes). We face no gas 
shortage at this time, but distributing companies [distributing bottled gas] are 
having trouble in their operations. Hari, a member of Tehran Security Staff, with 
some experience in distribution of gas, in explaining the conditions, says: "As 

for natural gas that is now being distributed through the existing pipelines, we are 
not facing any shortages. As for liquid gas that is being distributed in cylinders, 


— 














no shortage existe at thie moment, but it may develop if thie fuel source is overused, 
A part of Tehran's gas pipeline network has been left unfinished. The gas company 
hopes to be receiving the needed regulator soon to finish the job. In the meantime, 
people are urged to conserve their gas supply ae auch as possible by limiting their 
cooking to the siniaus." 


Tehran Security Staff hase repeatedly asked for public cooperation and urged people 
to save fuel eo that we will be able to support our fighting men in our border areas. 
The Staff, despite gasoline rationing, urges people not to use their cars and asks 
drivers to give rides to people, helping them get to their destinations. With 
regard to kerosene, people are urged to turn off their water heaters and use small 
heaters for warming their rooms. They are also asked to use emall electric heaters 
without creating power shortage. 
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GAS RATIONING RULES EXPLAINED 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 8 Nov 80 p 2 
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STEPS TAKEN POR REVIVAL OF RUG INDUSTRY 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 2 Nov 80 p 12 


[Text] Iran Rug Company has announced that 300 million tumans has been appro- 
priated to help rug manufacturers become self-sufficient. 


In @ press conference, the company announced that in order to help rug makers, 
the company will offer technical assistance while the Office of Reconstruction 
Crusade will provide the funds. The plan will include the giving of loans to rug 
manufacturers, mostly in low income rural areas. 


Iran Rug Company has given details of the plan and the efforts aimed at reviving 
the rug industry. 


People familiar with Iran's rug industry know well that the problem faced by the 
fading industry are more than one or two. The source of the problems lie in the 
old regime's dependence on external powers which made it arrive at the sorrowful 
condicion we are witnessing now. 


There was a time when Iran was known only for ite rugs. Iran's reputation in this 
respect had once reached a point, and was so worldwide, that even after the dis- 
covery of ofl so vital for the economic life of the West, the Persian rug remained 
as the symbol of the country. Many nations thet had tried in the past to compete 
with Iran in this field had failed and Persian rugs remained unrivalled, in design, 
patterns and color. Yet, such a magnificient and famous product, which ite rivals 
in the East had failed to imitate, fell victim to the misguided economic policies 
of the old regime and ite total dependence on the West. The end result was the 
sad condition of the rug industry, so such so that few domestic consumers could 
afford to purchase « handmade rug any sore. 


The decline of traditional agriculture, andmal husbandry and the quality of life 
in rural areas, along with migration of ryral population to cities and towns, in 
search of higher income and easier jobs, coupled with other factors, including 

the increased popularity of machine-made rugs, made production of Persian rugs 
very expensive to the extent that it became a luxury item, both in Iran and abroad. 


I may sound unbelievable, but it is a fact that in recent years, some rug o 
imported Persian rugs they had purchased from shops outside the country. Th 
said that the price of rugs in Iran was so high that, inspite of #11 the expense: 

















incurred, euch a@ custome duties end treneportation, tmported ruge that had been 
exported years ago, were etill far lees expensive than those being made at the 
present time, 





A thorough and careful etudy te needed in order to trace the roots of the problem 
and difficulties the rug taduatry te new factag, These cannot be described here 
in thie short article, Thie te « subject shout which books and lengthy reports 
should be written, 


The snnouncement by the representative of Iran hug Company indicates that the 
decision to revive the rug industry had been originally made by the Revolutionary 
Council with inetitutions euch ae the Organtsation for Reconstruction Crusade and 
some govetnment sgencies are elec tavelved, There ie no dowbt thet every sepect 
of the problem gust have been taken tate consideration, Yet, there ie an important 
fact that we hope will not be overlooked by the organizations involved in the 
revival plan. Thies te the “tradition” of rug making, Making rugs, like most 
other traditional occupations in the country, hed, for centuries past, been « 
desirable and praiseworthy tradition, Thie tradition, slong with that of farming, 
animal husbandry and many other traditions hed formed the fabric of social life 

in the land, but, wnfortunately, thie fabric of life was disrupted and destroyed, 
and along with it came the dieruption in population and job distribution, and 

the tradition of rug-making wee gradually abandoned, 


Our patient, hard-working and God-fearing farmers were attracted to cities and 
towne and were put to work at construction projects that were aushrooming 411 over 
the country by « falee economic prosperity, Agriculture and animal husbandry were 
destroyed, and with that, our rural cottage industry, with the rug industry as ite 
most important one, began to decline, 


The revival of euch an induatry (cottage) ie not easy if it is not done with the 
revival of the rug-meking tradition, Rug manufacturers could be provided with 
patterns, designe and other necessary tools, but, firet of all, it will be 
necessary to look around and search for rug weavers who heave migrated to cities 
and turned into, peddlere on the streets of Tehran, Mashhad and tefahan, and try 
to persuade them to give up their peddling. The secret of reviving the rug indue- 
try lies only in thie, It te true that rug weaving could be taught in chase~ 
rooms, but it requires sore than 5 or 10 yeare to master the art end learn the 
intricacies of the art. Thie art te something that had been passed on fros 
generation to generation, from fathers to sone and from mothers to daughters for 
many generations. This is, ⸗e mentioned before, « treasure that has changed 
places and wae transferred from the rural areas inte the cities and was lost in 
the many lures of the big cities, This valuable treasure gust be recovered. The 
declining tradition of rug manufacturing suet be revived, The secret of the 
revive’ of the rug industry lies in the revival of the tradition of rug-making, 
and nothing else. 


9561 
C80: 6906 








Wi VVIR HEADS ANNOUNCTD-~-The Prosecutor General, Ayatollah teyyed Abdulkaria 
Mooeavi Ardebill, hae yeeterday teeued orders for intments of three temporary 
heads of the Votce and Vieton of iran (Radio and TV) to manage the adminiatrative 
affaires until the authoritative judiclery, executive end legislative bodies of 
the countries selected «a WI 1 rH Ali Akbar Mohteshemi end Abdullah Noort 
were introduced to superviese the VVIR and Dr Wadeemi to head the 2nd TV channel, 
Ayatollah Ardebili advised that the sppointments were to fulfill the gap created 
in abeence of the supervisory suthorities in VWIk, The Prosecutor Genera) made 
the fresh recruitees responsible to superviee 41) activities of WIR "to guide 

it towards sims of the revolution and to block *he relay of deviationary inter~ 
views and occurences that are againet the interests of the country and benefite 
the enemy," The lelemic Mejlie (Periiament) had last week approved « law to 
form « body to govern the VVIE affaires, That governing body, however, has not 
yet been formed, (Text) (Tehran THMRAN TIMES in Englieh 6 Nov # p 2) 


STANDARDS VOR STUDY ABROAD~-Application forme for students wishing to study 
abroad will be printed in the newepapers a6 soon ae possible,” announced br 
Gholemreza Jahanshahi, Deputy Minteter of the Winietry of Culture end Higher 
HAucation to Vare yesterday, Or Jahanahahi, who ie aleo the Head of the Educa 
tional Assessment Department of the Minietry, further announced that there is no 
age limitation for students wishing to etudy abroad, ie provided further details 
of the necessary qualifications for such etudents, saying that « foreign |anguage 
onan must be passed by the etudent in either Englioh, French, German or Italian, 
Ne aleo wtated that «4 winimum grade average gust have been achieved in order to 
quality, which he listed ae follows: for the B.A, degree the written average 
must at least be 15; for Masters degree the &,A, degree grade average must have 
been at least 3 (8); ond for doctorate degree the M.A, degree grade average must 
have been at least 3,5 (8+). Vor further information in this regard, applicants 
are rf ted to telephone 696021-2) (extension 61). (Text) [Tehran TEARAN TIMES 
in tnglioh 9 Nov 8 » 72) 


WAR~TIME BUDONT PREPARATLON-~The Plan and Budget Organization has plane underway 

to cover situations arieing from the present wartime state of emergency in the 
nation ae well as for the coming year 1961, announced by Deputy Minieter of the 
Organization, Abbas Gaemoleabahi, in an interview with the persian daily, “ayhan, 
yesterday, the deputy eaid thet the Plan and budget Organization is presently 
identifying the tax sources for the funding of the emergency budget. The gathering 
of direct taxes for expenditure on social welfare programe a6 well as the elimina- 
tion of unnecessary expenditures by official administrative offices are important 
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activities in the Organisation at present, he said, adding that waste by govern~ 
ment offices ie one of the lingering vestiges of the previous regime. Develop~ 
ment expenditures included in the emergency budget would be allotted for productive 
projects, Qaemolaabahi said. “Any projects involving investment in nonproductive 
fielde will be cut from the budget ae these so far have only contributed towards 
inflation in the country." When asked for details of the proposed budget for 

the year 1360 (1981), Qaemoleabahi said that thie plan ie under discussion but 
would depend entirely on conditions created by the ongoing war. “Under these 
circumstances, top priority is given to providing the nation with necessities 

and funde for reconeatruction as well as plans to reduce unemployment," he said. 
{Text} [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 Nov 80 p 2) 
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COPOWNIST DEPUTY MERTS ‘ARAFAT, CONDEMNS GOVERNMENT POLICY 
rerte ‘ARABI WA AL-DUWALI i Arabic 19 Oct 8 p 24 


/Article by Raymunds Tewil: "“‘Ipgreel's' Representative Meets ‘Arafat: We Reject 
Camp David and Autonomy Jointly" 





/Texg] On 24 September Mr Tewfiq Tubi, deputy secretary general of the Leraeli Com- 
muniet Party, Knesset member and member of the lereeli delegation to the World Peace 
Conference held in Sofie (Bulgaria), met with Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the 
Brecutive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization. Thie meeting stirred 
up « hostile etorm in official lereeli circles and at the same tine stirred up 
broad hopes among the forces working for peace in lereel. 


AL-NAHAR AL~ ‘ARABI WAL-DUWALI held « conversation on this meeting with Mr Tubi. 


/Question/ What were the motives for thie meeting with Mr ‘Arafat and how did it 
take place? 


/Anewer/ It was the common desire to have « just peace reign in the Middle East 
and put « limit to the tragedy of the Palestinian people. As you know, the World 
Pariiement of Peoples for Peace was held in Sofia from 23 to 27 September at the 
initiative of the World Peace Council. During the ineugurel session, efter 

Mr ‘Arafat had concluded the etatement from the Palestinian people, « ceremonial 
meeting took place between hie end the members of the forces for peace in Ieree|-- 
Tewfiq Tubi, Charlie Piton, Hasen Biehareh, Felicia Langer and Liton Zahafi, eli 
of whom belong to the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality. 


Rejection of Camp David 


Thie meeting reflected cammon hopes for « just peace and the aspiration to end the 
occupation and heve the Palestinian people ettain their legitimate rights to de- 
termine their own destiny, including establishing their independent state. With- 
out these rights, one cannot establish « just permanent peace in the region. Also 
reflected et che meeting, and in previous meetings, was the appreciation which our 
brothers in che Palestine Liberation Organization harbor toward the position the 
Democratic Front for Peace and Equality represents, striving to mobilize the most 
extensive forces inside lereel to put « limit to the policy of occupation in the 
occupied Areb ereas and the policy of capricious violence against the Areb masses 
in lereel. This position was aleo represented by common resistance to the Camp 
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David autonomy conspiracy and our aspirations to end the occupation and settlement, 
enable the Palestinian people co obtein their rights to establish an independent 
state in accordance with the United Nations resolutions, and have the bloodshed 
cease. 


The statements by the lawyer Langer and the statement by Charlie Biton met with « 
welcome from the Palestine Liberation Organisation delegation in Sofia. 


Quest ion/ What positions did you reach agreement on with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization delegation? 


/Anewer/ We reached agreement first and io principle as common members of the 
Sofia conference itself. In another area we reached agreement on the need for com- 
mon resistence to Americen isperialionm and ite aggression ageinet the freedom and 
independence of peoples, especially the Palestinian pecple. We also reached agree- 
ment in the context of the resolutions adopted, which were to support the Palestin- 
lan people, condemn the presence of the occupation, condem the law incorporating 
Jerusalem, and demand the application of the United Nations resolutions calling 
for the withdrawal of leraeel. 


/Question/ What ere the iseves of the discussion you held with the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization delegation? 


/anewer/ In every meeting with the Palestine Liberation Organization, we conduct 

@ dislogue and exchange views in order to serve peace in the area. Official ) 

meetings took plece between the Iereeli Communist Party and the Liberation Organi - 
sation, end we for our pert will etrive to continue these meetings. 


Begin and Perez Are the Same 


/Question/ What is the official Lereeli reaction to this meeting’ Does this posi- 
tion include ell leraelies? 


/Anewer/ The wave of provocation and hysteria which ruling reaction has stirred 
up and che stupid threat to withdrew immunity from Kensset members who participated 
in the meeting represent the extremist racist voices which adhere to the sword in 
dealing with the Palestinian arab people. Whether the voices belong to the Begin- 
ist Likud or the Perezist Ma'rekh, they rise up in expression of aggression, expan- 
sion, the usurpation of rights and contiaquation of the policy of contempt for the 
rights of che Pelestinian Arab people, and they rise up to continue the pletfors 
of contempt for the Palestinian people themselves, indeed to strive to eliminate 
this people. 


They ere the same voices which resist recognizing the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation as « sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and resist 
any meeting with the Liberation Organization. The entire world recognizes the Lib- 
eration Organization, and is thus isolating the recist Iereeli government's posi- 
tions in the United Nations and in the international context. 


What the Lereeli government fears the most is defeat within Leraeli iteelf, since 
increasing voices within lereel are stating that peace will occur only through « 
just solution based on the United Nations resolutions, which Israel rejects. 
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These resolutions call for « guarantee that the Palestinian people will obtain 
their rights to establish an independent etate alongside lereel. Thie te « matter 
which requires sitting down and negotiating with the Palestine Liberation Orgenize- 
tion, which te in fect what we intend to stress to the public in lereel, and thie 
ie the same position which represents the etend of the bread Arab masses within 
lereel, who have in their turn welcomed our meeting with ‘Arafat. It aleo repre: 
eente the peace-loving Jews. 


Hysteria and Popular Support 


Our well known program represents « living, ective bridge to « just peace and just 
settlement, while the rulers of Lereel are making provocetions and threats because 
they do not want to create any common language between the Palestinien Arab people 
and the lereeli people. They insanely resist any common foundation on whose basis 
juet peace and peaceful coexistence can be built in the place of incorporation, 


contempt and aggression. 





There has been & popular reaction. I say that I anticipated the wave of hysteria, 
threats and etupid provocation on the part of the official reactionary forces in 
lereel, but the populer support for our ectivity surpassed my expectations, because, 
through wiee voices representing broed masses arose amid the emoke of hysterical 
provocation. Por example Yitehak Shur 

Arafat in Sofie were not elected by Geula Cohen but rather were elected by « 

Large public, and they have the right to conduct « dialogue with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization in the context they consider suitable.” Aleo, Aharon Bikher 
wrote in the newspaper YEDIOT ANARONOT, “Embracing Yasir ‘Arafat was not an easy 
matter, it was the only option, end anyone who says the contrary aust remember that 
he is condemning the present generation and coming ones to revolve in « vicious 
bloody circle." 


Bikher and Shur represent different broad circles in lereel. Uri Avneri also con- 
demed the provocation against our delegation and streseed the need for dialogue 
with the Liberation Organization to attain «a just peace. 


/Question/ What are the historic dimensions of this meeting? 


/Anewer/ We have been happy to meet with ‘Arafat and we consider that every meet- 
ing with the Liberation Organization is « support for « just peace. These neces- 
eary meetings underline to the Lereeli people chat « base for peace exists and 
that the peace will come only through the pursuit of the path end policy which we 
have referred: lLereeli recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
lereeii withdrawal from the occupied territories, and approval of the establish- 
ment of the Palestinian state. What the meeting, and different ones, show is that 
the basis for peace existe if Lereel withdraws from the platform of aggression and 
recognizes the United Nations resolutions, foremost among them che right of the 
Palestinian people to establish Palestinian states in the occupied territories. 
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ISRAEL 


GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF CHNSORING EAST JERUSALEM PRESS 
Beirut AL~SAFIR in Arabic 21, 22 Oct 80 


[Article by Robert Faris: “Events and lesues: Israeli Censorship of Arabic Press 
in East Jerusalem; Tel Aviv Prohibits Arabic Press from Publishing Radio Israel 
Broadcasts; Publication of Anything that Reveals Crimes of Israeli Occupation 
Prohibited; AL-FAJR, AL-SHIHAB, Two Patriotic Newspapers Harrassed by Censorship 
while AL-QUDS Enjoys Sponsorship of King Husayn and Approval of Begin") 


{21 Oct 80 p 13) 


{Text} The old Arab bus lurched and came to a stop in front of an Israeli Army 
roadblock outside Jerusalem on a cool morning last summer. Two Israeli border 
patrol soldiers began coarsely prodding the passengers to disembark from the bus 
eo that the routine inspection of identity cards can be carried owt. One of the 
soldiers noticed that a West Bank Arab was eying him haughtily. 


As he looked carefully at the Arab's identity card, the soldier said with disdain, 
"If you are 24 years old, why are you not yet married?" The Arab responded immedi- 
ately, “Why don't you introduce me to your sister?" 


The Israeli (soldier) dragged the Arab from the bus, and he [eventually] left him 
on the side of the road with a broken nose and a cut in his lip. The young Arab 
man staggered under the burning rays of the sun until he reached Jerusalem. He 
was almost unconscious; he was exhausted and frightened. However, when the fear 
turned into anger, Hamzah al-Tawil filed a complaint against the two soldiers who 
beat him up. 


On the following day the incident appeared on the third page of THE JERUSALEM POST. 
Other Hebrew newspapers carried the story. Afterwards, newspapers reported that a 
military court had fined the two soldiers for using violence and had fined Hamzah 
al-Tawil for his “insolence." However, none of these incidents was published in 
the three Arabic newspapers, AL-QUDS, AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB. 


The editor-in-chief of AL-FAJR Ma'mun al-Sayyad said, "Of course, we did receive 
news of the incident, but the Israeli authorities prevented us from printing it." 


According to Arab editore-in-chief, publication of such incidents is always pro- 
hibited. 








“anything that would show lerae) in a poor light is absolutely prohibited.” This 
ie what "Ali Ya'ish, editor-in-chief of AL-SHIHAB declared, 


According to an order issued by the leraeli Military Administration after the 1967 
war, no Arabic newspaper may be circulated in the occupied territories without 
prior permission from the military administration, and the publication of any 
article, picture of advertisement that poses a threat to security is prohibited. 


[Any attempt) by Arabic newspapers to reveal to anyone that they are being con- 
sored and prohibited from publishing would be considered illegal conduct. The 
editor-in-chief of AL-FAJR and AL~SHIHAB showed me copies of the articles and 
materials whose publication was prohibited by the Ieraeli authorities. [They did 
so) despite the fact that they knew of the dangers to which they were subjecting 
themselves, dangers that may go as far as closing down the two newspapers. 


Documents that are smuggled outside Israel support the claim made by the editors- 
in-chief that the censorship which is imposed on the Arab press is political more 
than military, and that this political censorship is practiced secretly to main- 
tain the image, which the Israeli authorities are promoting, of allowing free 
political expression on the occupied A ab land. 


The two editore-in-chief are hoping that this incident will reveal the real posi- 
tion of the Arab press in Ierael. 


Political not Military Censorship 


The documents show, for example, that on the 15th of November 1979 the Israeli 
Military Administration confiscated 15 news items in AL-FAJR that dealt with the 
arrest of the mayor of Nablus, Bassam al-Shak'ah on the llth of the same month. 
Israeli authorities had trie’ to deport al-Shak'ah after claiming that he had 
informed an Israeli general that he sympathized with the guerilla actions that 
were carried out by the PLO. Thirteen of the 15 news items that were confiscated 
dealt with local reactions to the arrest of al-Shak'ah. The other two confiscated 
news items dealt with international reactions to the same incident. 


One of these news items was merely a translation of information announced by 
Israeli television about the mayor of Hebron who had called for a general strike 
in his municipality to protest the deportation of al-Shak'ah. 


The other 14 news items were simple news items. Two days before that, that is, on 
the Lith of November, the censor prohibited the publication in AL-FAJR of informa- 
tion about a demonstration that was carried out by the group, Peace Now, in West 
Jerusalem to protest the deportation of al-Shak'ah. One of those who spoke during 
the demonstration, a professor of political science at Hebrew University called 
Daniel Emit, charged the Israeli government with trying to deprive the Palestinians 
of one of their most articulate spokesmen. These incidents were published in the 
Hebrew newspapers, but the Arab press was prohibited from publishing then. 


Ma'mun al-Sayyad, editor-in-chief of AL-SHIHAB explains the effect of this censor- 
ship by saying, “The purpose of such censorship is to break up our political 
solidarity and our sense of national awareness." He adds angrily, “We do not 
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have clear instructions, We know that press material which is provocative, libel- 
ous or disruptive of the peace is absolutely forbidden. But what constitutes 
provocation? To the leraelis it means anything that shows our resentment towards 
their rule. What do I do then when I translate press material directly from the 
Hebrew press or from Ieraeli radio and television? I am not even allowed to pub- 
lish the official Arab radio news which is broadcast from radio Ierael! I have 
come to the conclusion that there is no way to deal with censorship." 


Lt Col (Ami Jioleska), the Ieraeli military spokesman in Jeruslaem, whose influence 
extends to the West Bank, acknowledges that sometimes there ise a very fine line 
between military censorship and »solitical censorship. He says, “We muet understand 
that the situation in these areas is extremely sensitive. Sometimes a mere match 
will set off a tremendous explosion. Censorship is essential to prevent such 
explosions." 


According to (Jioleska's) point of view, even press materials quoted from Israeli 
hewspapers can be inflammatory. Nevertheless, he does acknowledge that censor- 
ship is sometimes carried out arbitrarily. But he sayd, “Censorship bears no 
relationship to mathematical precision. People with different inclinations who are 
responsible for consorship have different pointe of view. One censor may permit 
something which another would prohibit. This depends on the mood of the censor: 
whether or not he had had a good night's sleep the night before or whether he had 
had an argument with his wife." 


The Liberal Nature of Military Rule 


(Jioleska) says that despite these circumstances Israeli censorship is not as harsh 
as it is reported to be. He adds, “Unfortunately, we are a country that is in a 
state of war with the PLO whose basic ideology is the destruction of Israe). It 

is no secret when I say that the Palestinians in general and the Arab press are 
receiving support from the PLO." 


He declares, “We are making an effort to be liberal, but we will not allow our 
enemy to receive support." 


The Ieraelis insist on their claim that they are ruling occupied Arab territory in 
a liberal fashion that is unprecedented in the history of occupation. They point 
out with pride to the three Arabic newspapers which are printed in East Jerusalem. 


Among the three Arabic newspapers that are printed in East Jerusalem we {ind that 
AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB are characterized by a clear tone that expresses [support 
for) the Palestinian people's right to determine their own destiny. They are, 
therefore, subjected to more censorship than AL-QUDS whose tone is weaker than 
that of the former two newspapers. This affirms the fact that the thin line 
between political censorship and military censorship becomes very clear whenever 
Arabic newspapers exceed the proper bounds in articulating the national line. 


AL-FAJR and AL~SHIHAB began appearing in 1972, and they were closed down for vari- 
ous periods. This did not happen to AL-QUDS. In 1974 the former editor-in- 
chief of AL-FAJR, Yusuf Nasir disappeared on his way home, and he has not been 
found since. During the same year the former editor-in-chief of AL-SHIHAB, ‘Ali 
al-Khatib was deported. 














Those two newspapers support the PLO, but they are prohibited from expressing their 
support. 


Al-Sayyad says, “We are allowed to write in our newspapers that we want an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state on the Weet Bank and the Gaza Strip. But when we write 
that the PLO ia the legitimate and the sole representative of the Palestinian 
people, the censor deletes that part." 


AL~FAJR has a circulation of about 8,000 copies, whereas AL-SHIHAB has a circula- 
tion of about 3,000 copies. 


AL~SHIHAB tried to increase its circulation through press investigations. Most 
of these investigations, however, were deleted by the censor. Publication in 
AL~SHIHAB of a detailed report about the settlements on the West Bank during 
Begin's adminetration was prohibited on 3 January. In addition to interviews with 
official Ieraeli figures the report included Ieraeli government documents. 


The readers of AL-SHIHAB and AL-FAJR are patriotic, Palestinian studente and intel- 
lectuals. Students at the University of Bir Zayt on the West Bank have a special 
regard for journalists. 


AL-QUDS Is Husayn's Newspaper 


A chemistry student at the university said, “Those two newspapers are the only ones 
that voice the Palestinian question." His colleagues supported his statement. 


Bassam al-Shak'ah supports the studente' opinion. He says, “AL-SHIHAB and AL~FAJR 
speak for the Palestinian people. AL-OQUDS, however, speaks for the Israelis." 


Recently, the Palestinian National Consultative Assembly which is made up of West 
Bank mayors, prominent figures and academicians, issued a directive to Arab busi- 
neseman to stop publishing their advertisements in AL-QUDS. 


Circulation of AL-QUDS amounts to approximately 15,000 (copies). It was estab- 
lished in 1966, and it was closed after the Six-—Days war. It reappeared again in 
1968. For 4 years it was the only Arabic newspaper in East Jerusalen. 


According to Palestinian political understanding AL-QUDS is considered “the most 
moderate newspaper." It is read by workers, merchants and the former ruling class. 
This ie due to the fact that it focuses its attention on publishing social news that 
is especially important in a traditional society. Although AL-QUDS opposed the 
Camp David accords at the outset, it began endorsing them with caution a few months 
ago. It is the only Arab newspaper that King Husayn prefers. 


AL-QUDS is characterized by the excellent relations it has with the Israeli military 
administration. It is the only Arab newspaper which Arab prisoners are allowed to 
read. It is the only newspaper that prints Ieraeli advertisements. Teddy Kolech, 
mayor of Jerusalem, launched his elections campaign on its pages. 


AL-OUDS did not come up to me with any examples of materials that had been con- 
sored. Bassam a|-Shak'ah, the editors-in-chief of AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB as well as 
some Israeli leftists explain this situation by saying that AL-OQUDS does not have 
much to show in that regard. 
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[22 Oct 80 p 13) 


[Text] Begin's Government Is Preparing AL-QUDS To Speak for Autonomy; Lerael Fears 
Two Words: Returning and Defiance; Some Love Poetry and News about Settlements 
Prohibited. 


In the firet part of this report, which AL-SAFIR published yesterday, the writer 
described the position of the Leraeli censor with regard to the two new Arabic 
newspapers, AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB in East Jerusalem. He concluded that the cen- 
sorship to which these two newspapers were being subjected was political and not 
military censorship as Israel alleges. The writer began comparing the conditions 
of the three Arabic newspapers and the magnitude of the hardships they endured 
because of the censorship. [He showed) how AL-QUDS had no problems with the 
lereeli military administration. Here, the writer explains the reasons for this 
special situation. 


Those who are criticizing AL-QUDS are saying that Begin's government is preparing 
it for a post-autonomy role. It is thus that the newspaper has wre freedom in 
the hope chat it would maintain its credibility with the Arab ma while it 
supports, in ambiguous terms, the Israeli policy. 


Mahmud Abu al-Zalaf, publisher of AL-QUDS denies that his newspaper is receiving 
better treatment than AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB. In fact, he affirms that “The two 
other newspapers explain what we do. We can cover the West Bank in its entirety 
as long as we go after the facts." He gave me a copy of his newspaper. There 

was a three-column news article on the first page describing a demonstration that 
started from al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem to protest Israel's attempt to nationalize 
the East Jerusalem Power Company. 


Quite the opposite from that, we find that AL-~FAJR had mentioned this matter in 
three lines only. 


Abu al-Zalaf explained this situation by saying, "It was not a difficult situation 
[to report] from a journalistic standpoint. We reported the story in a truthful 
manner, and its publication was not prohibited. The staff at AL-FAJR are mere 


amateurs.” 


Abu al-Zalaf affirmed that publication of that subject was prohibited in AL-FAJR 
because it was receiving financial support from the PLO and it was also receiving 
U.S.-~Jewish funds." 


Abu al-Zalaf has a theory according to which American communists [and] Jews 
coordinate their activities with the PLO for the purpose of foiling the peace 
process. 


However, Ma'mun al-Sayyad, editor-in-chief of AL-FAJR said, “This is not true. We 


are an independent newspaper. Furthermore, any person can go to the mosque, get 
and story and conduct interviews. This is exactly what we did, but the censor 
censored our article and did not censor the article in AlL-QUDS." 
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Although AL-QUDS is not having censorship problems, some Israelis are having prob- 
lems with it, 


One finds that [one such Ieraeli), for example is (Amun Kapiliyuk). He works for 
the daily Hebrew newspaper, (‘AL HAMISHMAR) and is the correspondent for LE MONDE 
in Jerusalem. He believes that Israeli censorship of Arab newspapers is set off 
by political motives. Evidence for this lies in the fact that AL-QUDS has been 
unscathed by the censor's scissors. 


(Kapiliyuk) wrote two articles last December in (‘AL HAMISHMAR) about censorship 

of the Arab ».ess. He stated that AL-QUDS was opposed to the PLO and was supportive 
of Jordan. AL-SHIHAB and AL-FAJR, however, were being subjected to political cas- 
tration because of their position on the PLO. 


Abu al-Zalaf threatened to sue (Kapiliyuk), but he has recently withdrawn his suit. 
Forbidden Words 


(Kapiliyuk) says, “When I began looking into this matter, I was truly surprised 
when | saw the materials whose publicatio: ad been prohibited." He discovered 
that there were specific words whose pub...ation was prohibited. The word "return' 
for example, which means the return of the Palestinian refugees to their "homeland" 
terrifies many Israelis. General (Y. Harkabi), former chief of Israeli intelli- 
gence and current professor in the Political Science Department at Hebrew Univer- 
sity, writes in his lengthy study, “The Arabs’ Position on Israel,” that the Arabic 
word for “returning” is synonymous with the destruction of the Israeli state and 
the mass extermination of the Jews. 


(Kapiliyuk) does not believe that this word threatens the existence of Israel. He 
believes that this word makes Israel feel guilty. 


There is another Arabic word: defiance. This word is used to mean standing 
firmly against the Israeli occupation and against the proposed autonomy project. 


(Kapiliyuk) also discovered numerous other words that were deleted by order of 
the censor in poetry texts and in prose selections. He restates what Moshe Dayan 
had said about one poet being equal [in effect] to 10,000 guerillas, and he 
affirms, “This is true. The Arabic language is a rich language and is full of 
figurative expressions. I found simple lines of verse that did not refer to the 
national question, but the poetry was prohibited. Perhaps our censors hate love! 
More likely the censor could not understand the poems and therefore prohibited 
then.” 


(Kapiliyuk's) discoveries provide examples of the Israeli censorship's high- 
handedness. The editor-in-chief of AL-FAJR, Ma'mun al-Sayyad affirms that there 
is method to this madness. He says that the Israelis practice five kinds of 
censorship. 


Local news is subject to the most severe methods of censorship. Materials that 
are prohibited include Palestinian reactions to the autonomy project in addition 
to news pertaining to new Jewish settlements on occupied Arab land. [News about] 
the occupation of Arab land and legal Palestinian measures to stop this expansion 
is also prohibited. 
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Ma'mun al-Sayyad says, “We are not allowed to breathe a word about the (Allon 
Moren) settlement.” This is the settlement that was established on che West 
Bank and aroused considerable controversy when the Israeli Supreme Court declared 
it illegal last October. 


PLO statements come in second among the censor's interdictions: [these include} 
news about guerilla raids, news about the arrest of people who are under political 
suspicion, and the blowing up of the homes of guerillas. 


Afterwards comes the news about the violent Palestinian resistance to the autonomy 
project or to lereeli rule. News about the closing of schools, the violent demon- 
atrations, the deportation of Palestinian intellectuals and political leaders 

is all prohibited. 


Ma'man al-Sayyad says that he has established for himself a general idea of the 
press materials chat he will be able to publish about the Arab world. Although 

it is certain that the censor would prevent him from publishing Arab criticism of 
the Israeli government, AL-FAJR can print almost everything pertaining to the West. 
He added, "They do not care what we say about Carter as long as he is not here. 
However, our criticism of al-Sadat is severely censored." 


Why should we allow them to have an Arab press? 


There is increasing debate in military circles about the subject of censoring the 
Arabic press. We have this, of course, from higher reliable sources. Some argue 
that as long as the press material does not clearly affect security, it is politica! 
material. They call attention to the fact that the Palestinians on the occupied 
Arab lands cannot be isolated from the outside world. West Bank residents can 
receive television programs from Amman, and they can also listen to radio broad- 
casts from the entire Arab world. As long as Arabs make up part of the population, 
nonmilitary censorship is meaningless. In fact it would arouse the resentment of 
the Arabs. They say, “Resentment leads to violence." 


(Kapiliyuk) affirms that the Arabs in the occupied territories "do not lack informa- 
tion." He emphasizes the theory that forbidden news travels faster than news 
printed in newspapers despite the fact that such news may Le sometimes tainteu by 

a lack of credibility. “They are rejecting censorship. On the other hand, we find 
that the Ieraelis are making an effort to prove that they are the most | iberal 
occupation force in history. They are constantly shattering this image, however, 

by continuously censoring sharp criticism against the autonomy project and by 

their attempts to destroy the national consciousness of the Palestinians." 


(Kapiliyuk) once asked the late Palestinian historian ‘Arif al-'Arif about what he 
thought was the most positive phenomenon of the Israeli military rule on the occu- 
pied lands. ‘Arif al-‘Arif replied that the Israelis had somewhat boosted freedom 
of speech, whereas this freedom had been suppressed under the rule of King Husayn. 
He added that he thought that the former labor government had realized that allow- 
ing people to express their anger in a relatively free press may prevent them from 
throwing bombs. 


The hurling of bombs as well as other aspects of political unrest are increasing as 
a result of the fact that opposition to the autonomy talks is becoming widespread. 
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At the same time censorship of the Arabic press has increased ever since Begin 
came to power. 


The resentment of some leraeli military men to the escalation of Palestinian 
resistance to Leraeli rule has been increasing. They feel that the Arabic press 
has been inciting the masses to violence, 


After six Jewish settlers were killed by residents in Hebron last May, the military 
government suspended circulation of both AL~PAJR and AL-SHIHAB on the West Bank and 
in the Gaza Strip for 10 days, The military government was compelled to revoke its 
decision when the two newspapers filed a complaint in the Supreme Court, 


On 2 August, and specifically 3 monthe after the attempt to assassinate the 3 mayors, 
the offices of AL-FAJR were bombed. AL-FAJR and AL-SHIHAB received threatening let- 
ters in Hebrew from an unknown terrorist group, the Youth of Lerae., asking them 
both to shut down. A few days after the bombing, the military government placed 

the editore-in-chief of AL-FAJR and AL~SHIHAB under forced house arrest "to pre- 
serve the peace, public order and the safety of the area." Since both of them live 
in Ramallah, that meant keeping them away from their work. 


Lt (Ami Jioleska) fully supported the measures of his government, The lieutenant, 
who is the leraeli military spokesman, declared that “after the massacre of al-Sahil 
in March 1978, the Arab prees cheered. 1 sometimes wonder, why should the Arabs 
have their own press?" 
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SMALL 


MILITARY STRATEGY ANALYZED, U,.6, WAVY BASE TO BE ESTABLISHED 
Nicosia AlL~'ASK in Arable 5 Oct #0 p 2 


|Article: “Report about Leraeli Military Strategy: Port of Haifa To be Turned 
into Permanent U.%. Navy Base; Navy Vorces To & = § ‘ganized into Terroriet Unite”) 


{Text| Prime Minister of lerael Menahem begin \« turned the port of Haifa into 
⸗ permanent base for the U,8, Sixth Vieet, We . | aleo reorganized the leraelt 


navy #o it can carry out terrorist miestons, . navy will carry out ite opera- 
tions inside Lebanon with the cooperation of leraeli airplanes and infantry divi- 
sions, 


After Begin took over the Laraeli Mintetry of Defense, becoming the acting minister 
of defense following the resignation of User Welemen, the prime minister of lerae!) 
set out to reconsider |larael's) defense policy so a8 to make it consistent with 
his views and congruent with hie sepirations ae well ae with the aggressive steps 
he expected to make, After the Camp David Accords were signed and Ugypt wae 
isolated from the battlefield, begin's government had to set down « new strategy 
that would realize ite expansionist and aggressive ambitions, 





The most prominent feature of thie etrategy te the fact that lerae! is turning into 
a U.S. military base with the expaneton of the port of Haifa, This expansion would 
turn the port into « permanent location for the U,8, Sixth Vleet in the Mediterranean 
Sea, 


AL~'ASR has obtained a copy of 4 secret report that ineludes details about the 
military strategy of the navy, the role it te supposed to play and the taske with 
which it ie charged in the area, and eapectally on the Lebanese coast, In addi- 
tion, the report includes details about the missions the navy is to undertake in 
the Red Sea and around the o11] wells, The most important pointe made in the report 
along with the names of section and unit leadera follow: 

“among the taske with which the leraeli navy ia charged are (the following}: 

1, Exterminating the attacking forces and paralyzing their means of communications, 
2. Carrying out landing and sabotage operations, 


3. Backing up the land forces, 
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4, Getting up blockades, 

5, Carrying out reconnaltesance overations, 

6, lelending the Leraeli means of commntecations, 

], Defending Lerae)i shores againet landine activities, 


"The naval forces have etaff for operations, reconnatesance, cadres, finances and 
tactics, 


"The naval forces are also divided into two sections: the firet section ia in the 
Mediterranean bea, and the second section ia in the hed bea, 


"The tayptaine-leraeli treaty allows Lerae) to eail ite ehipe in the Suez Canal 
Where the traffie of the leraeli fleet increases, 


"The number of individuals in the leraeli navy iw 5,000 persons; the navy hae the 
same number of reserves, Whereas eniiatment in the navy te based on the Draft 

Law Which te enforced in « voluntary and « compulsory manner, commando unite, 
diving unite and submarine crews are formed by volunteers only, Most of the navy 
officers are Jews who were born in Palestine or who emigrated from Lurope to 
lerae!), They are graduates of the Waval Wilitary Academy in ‘Akka and the Politi- 
cal Inetitute in Haifa, During the course of their etudy, they acquire experi- 
ence with offensive operations derived from the U,6, experience in Vietnam, 


"The following subjects are part of their training programs: 


"Landing, reconnatesance, sabotage, anti-submarine activity and attacks from 
missile boats on coastal targets, 


"During the attacks on Lebanon much attention was given tu the cooperation between 
the forces of the navy, the airplanes and the leraeli infantry, 


"In 1979 the rumber of vessela in the leraeli fleet amounted to 160, [The follow- 
ing were among them: 


"Three submarines, 71 miseile-carrying vessels, 36 coast guard vessels, 2) landing 
vessele, } Gaul submarines, In addition, there were weapons, british electronic 
devices, helicopters, wisetlie boate and other pleces, 


"The leraeli navy has an infantry divieton that hase 1,000 persons divided into 
two groupe: one group guards the coast, and the second (carries out! reconnatesance 
and sabotage (activities), 


"The reconnalesance and sabotage group te made up of grouys of commandos and divers 
who carry out various terroriat actions against Lebanon, Sometimes, they coordinate 
these terroriet actions with the air force commandos, 


"Omall groupe are organized for carrying out the sabotage operations; they are 
transported to the target by helicopters or by boate, 
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"The principal bases of the leraeli navy are located in Haifa and Ashdud on the 
Mediterranean Sea and in Liat in the Gulf of ‘Aqaba, The plante where the prin- 
cipal ships are built are aleo located in Haifa," 


The report concludes by saying that the U.S. Sixth Fleet wae using these bases 


and that the United States of America was making plane to turn the port of Haifa 
into 4 permanent base for the U.S. air foree, 
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KUWALT 


PRESS REVIEWS ON LRAN-IRAQ WAR, ATTACK ON BORDER STATION 

LD1L81150 Kuwait KUNA in Englieh 0950 GIT 18 New 80 

[Press review) 

[Text) Kuwait, 18 Nov (KUNA)~-Extracte from Kuwaiti editorials Tuesday: 


‘AR-RA'Y AL~'AMM on Monday's Kuwaiti protest againet Iran: "We do not know exactly 
what wae the response of the lranian ambassador here when he was summoned by the 
Foreign Ministry to receive a Kuwaiti protest against Iran's sending its military 
aircraft twice within a few days to attack al-Abdal region. 


"The only justification, we believe, is that Iran ie aiming at dragging the whole 
region into the Iraqi-lIranian conflict. Amidet ite political and military inetabil- 
ity, Tehran seems not to be able to find an outlet better than trying to kindle the 
fires of war in the region with ite naive belief that the Gulf countries will put 
pressure (’on Iraq) to freeze ite war with Iran. 


“Aggression against Kuwait ie not that easy. Therefore, Tehran has to find another 
means to cover up ite failure on the Arabistan front. It gust resort to the style 
of logic in dealing with ite neighbors instead of trying to imitate the imperial 
method of acting as the policeman of the region under the cover of Islam. Iran 
will euffer from gore international isolation. Iran knows well that it is not a 
source of terror to the Arabe who had asked right from the beginning for peaceful 
neighborhood under the banner of Ielam. But, unfortunately, Tehran chose war and 
hegemony and faced failure in Arabistan." 








KUWAIT TIMES on the same subject: “It ie significant to note that there has been 
no word about Tehran's response to Kuwait's formal protest against the rocketting 
of Abdali area by Iranian Phantoms last Wednesday. Replying promptly to a formal 
diplomatic note, specially when it concerns such an an emergent [as received) mat- 
ter as the violation of territorial sovereignty, is considered an international ob- 
ligation. But Iran has, instead of replying to the protest note, repeated the 
violation of Kuwaiti air epace and unleashed another rocket attack. This exposes 
the premediated plans of Tehran leaders, arising mainly from preconceived notions 
which admit no rational approach. 


"Kuwait hae (’already) lodged its second protest following yesterday's attack which 
caused som damage also. Whether Tehran leaders will care to reply to it, remains 
to be seen. However, irrespective of it, the prompt reaction of Saudi Arabia and 
other brotherly countries, reaseuring Kuwait of firm support in case of emergency, 
is heartening. 
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"While ae 4 peace-loving country, Kuwait would very such like to see an end to the 
lrap-lraq war and settlement of their disputes through negotiations, it would cer- 
tainly etand firm (whenever) it comes to any infringement of ite own sovereignty.” 


AL~ANBA’ on Irandan Iraqi war and the attack on Kuwait: "When the war between [ran 
and Iraq erupted some Arab capitale were paralysed. They did not know what to say. 


“Arab wars, whether long or short, always result in a loss and at best in retraction 
and deterioration, but the Iraqi war is a long one with signe of victory. 


“As euch, an aseesement of stances and unveiling of allegations related to saving 
money, blood and Arab solidarity ie necessary, because those allegations and stances 
are a cover for one reality and that ia the support of those adopting them being 
given to iran against Iraq. 


“The support given to Iran is the reason for thie wild struggle among some Arabs. 

The astonishing thing ie thie silence adopted by some regarding the repeated Iranian 
aerial attacks on Kuwaiti airepace and territory. All we wish is not to find our- 
Selves, accordingly, forced to Limit our Arab relationships and designing formulating 
[ae received) them according to what we see and know of those who were silent as re- 
garde the threat posed to us." 


ARAB TLMES on the same subject: 


“The Iran-Iraq war may continue for some time longer especially as there is no power 
in Iran capable of deciding matters of war or peace. War has become part of the 
daily life of Lebanon, and war is likely to become part of the daily life of iran 
and Iraq also. 


“Thie situation gay persist until there emerges in [ran somebody who can decide its 
des.iny properly. 


“Iran thought a land link between Kuwait and Iraq was the cause of [Iraq's strength, 
though other overland international lines wth Baghdad never suffered any cut. That 
is because in this case the world is dealing with a well-established state and a 
firm political administration of a state that understands what it really needs. 


“So Iran, despite its domestic chaos, realised that there are certain balances and 
limite that should never be trespassed even when in a state of despair or suicide. 


"Kuwait is a country of important international relations. The world has accurately 
weighed Kuwait due to ite strategic situation among the international group of na- 
tions, whether at the level of oil production or within the norms of the interna- 


tional market.” 
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KUWA LT 


TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 10 Oct 80 p 15 


[Article: "Trade Agreement Between China and Kuwait Signed; Chinese Minister of 
Trade Talks About Lawes To Protect Foreign Investments") 


[Text] A trade agreement between Kuwait and the People's Republic of China was signed 
yesterday morning in the Ministry of Trade and Industry. The agreement stipulated 
increasing and strengthening trade exchange between the two countries and providing 
the necessary terms for the goods that are exchanged between both parties based on 

the lawe and regulations that are in effect in both countries. 


The agreement was signed for Kuwait by Minister of Trade and Industry Mr ‘Abd-al-Wahab 
Yusuf al-Nafisi. Minister of Foreign Trade Mr Li Qiang signed for China. Mr Qiang 
is currently visiting the country at the head of an official delegation. 


After the agreement was signed the Chinese minister stated that his country welcomed 
Kuwaiti investments and Kuwaiti investors to cooperate in the establishment of joint 
projects in various areas. He said that the authorities in his country had enacted 
numerous laws pertaining to foreign investments. Some of these laws have already 
been issued, whereas others are still under consideration. 


The minister said that the purpose of issuing these laws was to encourage foreign 
investors, to provide them with the necessary protection and to preserve their in- 
terests. The Chinese minister added that his country wav striving to strengthen 

trade and economic relations with the countries of the Gulf in general and with “uwait 
in particular. 


Our Activities in the Gulf 


The Chinese minister said that China was currently preparing itself for setting up 
commercial agencies and centers in the Gulf states. He indicated that his country 
was currently pursuing well-known and clear methods to attract capital [to China). 
He said that China honored recognized international Laws and regulations. 


He responded to a question about whether his visit had produced an agreement over 
specific projects by saying, “We are not talking about details now, but we are rather 
laying the groundwork for the future of our cooperation. Details will be left to the 
specialists.” He said that the agreement stipulates the formation of a joint committee 
between the two countries. 
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About those areas in which China can offer cooperation he said, “We would like to 
cooperate in various fields such as construction, hotels, oil and mineral exploration 
and sea and air transport." 


The signing of the agreement wae attended by the undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Trade and laduetry, Mr ‘Abdallah al-Hamad; the assistant deputy for trade affairs, 
Me Badr ‘'Abd-al-Rahim. Members of the delegation accompanying the visiting minister 
attended the signing [ceremony] for the Chinese side. 


China Le One of Kuwait's Cliente 


A responsible official in the Ministry of Trade and Industry stated that the signing 

of this agreement was necessary because Chins was one of Kuwait's moet important clients 

of the materiale urea and ammonia. In addition, trade relations between the two 

countries had advanced steadily during the past few years. Most foods are now imported 

—_ China; etationery and school supplies for school students are also imported from 
ina. 


The source stated that China had enacted a oumber of laws to encourage investments. 
The most important of them was the income tax law, a law to ensure the transfer of 
profite and a law to protect foreign capital from nationalization. Such Laws would 
encourage investors to strengthen trade and economic ties with China. 


He said that [investors] have confidence in China because China adheres completely 
to the agreements that are made with it. 


The responsible official indicated that the Chinese minister of foreign trade had 
extended an official invitation to the minister of trade and industry and to a number 
of specialists to visit China and to explore the areas of cooperation from which both 
parties can benefit. 


The joint committee between the two countries will hold its first meeting in the 
Chinese capital Beijing next spring. 


On the other hand Minister of 0il al-Shaykh ‘Ali al-Khalifah al-Sabah received in 
his office yesterday the Chinese minister of foreign trade, Li Qiang. 


Al-Shaykh Khalifah informed the Kuwaiti News Agency that he reviewed with the Chinese 
minister the oil relations between the two countries and the methods of strengthening 
those relations. 


The minister commended the good and friendly relations that tie the two friendly 
countries. 


Upon his arrival to Kuwait last Saturday the Chinese minister had stated that he 
would talk with Kuwaiti officials about supplying his country with one million tons 


of oil. 
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KUWALT 


NATURALIZATION LAWS TO BE LIBERALI ZED 
Nicosia AL~'ASR in Arabic 26 Sep 80 p 8 


[Article: "To Strengthen Domestic “Open-door" [infitah] Policy Kuwait Liberalizes 
Naturalization Measures 5 Years after Keeping Tight Hold on Thea"| 


[Text] A brief news report leaked by the Kuwaiti Ministry of Justice has created 
an uproar everywhere that continues to rage even as these lines are be.ng written. 
The news states that the Kuwaiti government intends to reopen naturalization pro- 
ceedings 5 years after such proceedings were tightly closed. 


The crown prince of Kuwait al-Shaykh Sa'd al-'Abdallah held a meeting for this pur- 
pose which lasted about 4 hours. The crown prince met with the members of the Legis- 
lative and Legal Committee and the Supreme Naturalization Committee. 


One of those who participated in this meeting was al-Shaykh Salman al-Da'ij. He 
announced after the meeting ended that "a discussion of the Naturalization Bill had 
taken place since the joint ministerial committee had completed the final reading 
of the bill in preparation for presenting it to the Council of Ministers as soon as 
possible.” 





To indicate that “as soon as possible” did not signify tabling the bill, al-Shaykh 
Salman emphasized that “changes had been introduced into the bill." However, he 
apologized for not giving any additional details about these changes at the present 
time. , 


Despite official assertions that the government was dealing with the subject of 
naturalization with “intensive care” and that, accordingly, it would not rush into 
doling out citizenships in a haphazard fashion," there was considerable turmoil in 
some Kuwaiti agencies which viewed this liberalization and, accordingly, the 
naturalization of several thousand persons as “disruptive of the social balance 

and the population makeup of Kuwait." These agencies went even further by stating 
that “naturalization threatens Kuwait's domestic security and exposes it to the winds 
of problems and resentments.” 


AL-QABAS, a Kuwaiti newspaper published an article by a female Kuwaiti writer named 
Iqbal al-Gharaballi. The title of the article was, "Oh, Citizenship of ay Country.” 
The article stated, “Il am not at all ignorant of the shudder I would feel whenever 

I imagined that if only scores of those several thousands who meet the necessary 








requirements for acquiring the citizenship of my country were to become citi.ens, 
Kuwaitis would be harmed." 


Official sources, however, have affirmed that the reactions aroused in some conser- 
vative Kuwaiti circles by the decision to liberalize naturalization measures will not 
dissuade the government from going ahead and carrying out its decision which comes in 
the age of the domestic “open-door" [infatah) policy. The government decided to adopt 
this policy so it can assimilate some of the changes and upheavals that were created 
by the tense and perturbing conditions that loom over the Arabian Gulf area. 


These sources added that the Minister of State for Cabinet Affaire Mr ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz 
Husayn did not respond to a question that was put before him at a private meeting 
about whether che government would approve the naturalization of all those who are 
eligible for Kuwaiti citizenship. The Naturalization and Passports Administration 
does not have specific statistics about their oumbess which are now estimated to be 
over 10,000 persons, most of them .omads. 


But the same sources indicated that the prevailing trend in concerned official circles 
favors granting citizenship to those who had made formal, registered applications for 
citizenship during certain years (between 1976 and 1978 for example). Decisions on 
applications submitted in other years or decisions on applications that will be re- 
submitted subsequently are to be postponed. 


This will not be the only problem facing the implementation of the aforementioned 
decision. in fact there is another problem created by the nomads who are still living 
in the desert in old Arabian houses which the Kuwaitis call al-'Ashish. Those people 
have no nationality. Consequently, they live without receiving any handouts from 

the government. They rather depend on the sources of livelihood that are well-known 
in the desert--raising cattle for example. They cannot travel [abroad] because they 
cannot obtain passports. 


The subject of citizenship has now been raised again in the United Arab Emirates. 

An announcement was made there that the Naturalization and Passports Law would -« 
amended for the purpose of “ensuring justice and equality for everybody in he seven 
emirates; well-known principles and rules regarding the state's right to grant 
citizenship would be followed.” 


The purpose of these changes is “to restrain the power local authorities in the 
emirates have in issuing passports and giving citizenship to people who may or may not 
deserve them, especially after it became evident that a number of branch committees 
throughout the state had committed numerous violations and excesses in applying the 
law. This has resulted in many people becoming citizens without sufficient proof." 


These changes will include granting first class citizenship to those who have been re- 
siding in the country since 1925 or before, provided that they are of Arab origin. 
Anyone who has been living in the country legally and continuously since 1940, 1941 
and 1942 is to be granted second class citizenship. 
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KUWALT 


BRAZIL LOAN--Banking sources in London stated yesterday that the Kuwaiti National 
Bank was the only Arab bank that had contributed to a 156 million dollar loan to the 
Telecommunications Agency in Brazil. No other details were immediately available 
about the terme of the loan that was made to the (Telepress) Agency. [Text] 

[Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 4 Oct 80 p 17) 8592 


CSO: 4802 
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PROBLEMS OF SMUOCGLING ACTIVITIES DISCUSSED 
Parie AL-WATAN AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 25 Sep to 5 Oct 80 p 67 


[Article by Mishal Marqas: “Smuggling Threatens Even the Treasury; Smuggling 
Wreaks Havoc in Lebanon, Sparing Neither the State Treasury nor Industrial Sectors") 


[Text] The general directorate for customs in Lebanon is complaining about 

smuggling, not through illegal ports this time, but through legal ports and customs 
posts. This agency has come to acknowledge that this is leading to the treasury's 
bankruptcy. The Lebanese state was relying on customs duties to cover about 80 
percent of its employees’ salaries. However, recently, it has begun to lower ites 
expectations, in view of an increase in employees’ wages. Complaints about 

smuggling are not restricted to the responsible agency in government, but extend 

to the production sector in Lebanon, especially the industrial sector. Manufacturers’ 
complaints are coupled with a warning about shutting down, if the situation continues 
as it is. 


The Complaints can be set forth as follows: 

The firet is at the level of the general directorate for customs. The director 
general for customs, Dr Shuqi Sha'ban, described the situation as “a disaster. The 
shortfall in the treasury's revenue from customs duties will lead to its bankruptcy." 
Sha'ban does not hide his uneasiness over the customs administration's lack of 
discipline. “Were it not for an hororable few who loyally serve the public interest, 
everything would have collapsed." 


How is smuggling through legal ports or customs posts done? This is not a new 
matter, although its scope has expanded recently. In the past, any citizen or 
non-citizen was always able to bring in goods subject to customs duties without 
paying the duty, by means of friends working in the customs administration, or 
customs officials themselves, who would disregard claiming such duties, in view 
of the goods being limited and for personal use. At times, such goods as these 
were passed with the payment of “a favor.” 


Before the “incidents,” smuggling expanded through these ports of entry, especially 
Beirut airport, since quantities of readymade clothes, perfume and other items 
began to flood the Lebanese market. 


After the incidents, the phenomenon spread, based on the principle: “Why smuggle 
through the port of Beirut and not the airport?" Or the reverse, “Why smuggle 
through Beirut airport and not the port?” The scope of selling goods for amounts 
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which officials from customs dictated has spread. Each party claims in front of 

hie bosses that “it is impossible to stop smuggling and bringing in goods here, 
unless smuggling is stopped by the other party." With respect to this, Dr Sha'ban 
says: “The two are in agreement. If one of the two parties has goods at the other's 
place, he aske him to arrange things, and that is done for hia." 


Second, (and this “boggles the mind,” as one merchandise official put it), smuggling 
is accomplished by means of trickery. A merchant persuades a ship captain that the 
imported goods are intended for re-export, and the captain gives him a manifest to 
that effect. On the basis of the manifest, the goods are exempt from custome duties. 
Then they are shipped from the port to a nearby coastal area and smuggled in. 


The third aspect is che return of illegal ports to operation. The reasons 

announced were that some merchants were committed to importing their goods Chrough 
them, when the decision to close them down was made last July, and that those 
merchants had opened letters of credit with the banks. In addition to that, the 
closure of these ports led to a rise in the prices of certain commodities, including 
foodstuffs, which caused those supervising them to reopen these ports. However, 
act.vity in these ports is not what it was before the decision to close them was made. 


Three Results 
What are the results of this smuggling on the national economy? 


Undoubtedly, smuggling has a negative effect on the state's economy and on the 
production sectors. This can be shown as follows: 


l. The state budget: 


If it were not for the customs duties paid through the port of Beirut, there would 
be no duties worth mentioning. During the first 8 months of this year, the state 
received 313.5 million Lebanese pounds, compared to 175 million last year. The 
increase amounted to 79 percent. Customs duties paid through the port represent 
65 percent of the total customs duties paid. 


As for the other ports of entry, the airport, Juniyah, Tripoli, al-Masna’ and Sidon, 
customs duties paid through them registered a decline of 33.4 percent, or 166.8 
million Lebanese pounds, compared to 250.5 million paid last year for the same period. 


The decline in receipts was most severe at the port of Juniyah, amounting to 46 
percent, followed by Tripoli and the northern region, 58 percent; Sidon, 50 percent; 
al-Masna’', 2.4 percent; and the airport, 1.2 percent 


If the port of Beirut, in resuming its natural role, has raised customs receipts, 
while they have declined at the port of Juniyah, in view of its being a wartime 

port used as a result of Beirut'’s closure, then the other ports of entry, especially 
the airport, should have had increased customs revenue. The disparity in customs 
duties paid demonstrates to some degree the amount of smuggling within them, 
considering the fact that the illegal ports were active in 1979, and their effect 

on receipts for this year should not be of any consequence. 
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The fact remains that the amount expected was 480.5 million Lebanese pounds, i.e., 
a shortfall of 52.8 million. The director general for customs, Dr Shuqi Sha'ban, 
eatimates that thie shortfall will increase. 


2. Production sectors: 


The sectors most damaged [by smuggling) are some of the industrial sectors, most 
importantly household furniture and furnishings, textiles, tanning and leather 
goods, especially shoes. These sectors cannot compete with goods imported from 
stocks in industrial countries, which people want to buy in view of their lower 
prices. These industries, mostly located in the eastern zone of Beirut, where 
ordinary labor is not plentiful, threaten to close down within 2 years at most. 
Some are considering dismissing their labor force and converting to merchandizing. 
Some of these factories’ production has fallen to about 20 percent of capacity, 
because of their inability to compete with smuggled goods. Consequently, they 
cannot resort to using smuggled raw materials either, because no company or 
institution with any self-respect could inform ite customers that its prices have 
been lowered, because it is relying on smuggled raw material. 


3}. Consumers: 


Smuggling remains the means which, relatively speaking, spares the consumer, but 
the possibilities of getting rich quick have not left much room between the prices 
of smuggled and non-smuggled goods. Everyone in Lebanon agrees on one thing, the 
attainment of profits, even at the expense of Lebanese production, the Lebanese 
consumer, and the Lebanese state. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


DEVELOPMENT IN THE PDRY; A HISTORICAL REVIEW 


East Berlin HORIZONT in German Vol 13, 5 Nov 80 pp 14-15 


/Report by Ingo Herfurth/ 


/Text/ From 12-14 October last 437 delegates assembled in the College for Scien- 
tific Socialiom in Aden, capital of the People's Democratic Republic ©’ Yemen, for 
an extraordinary congress of the Yemen Socialist Party. They analyze. the revolu- 
tionary progress in the PDRY since the founding congress 2 years ago and discussed 
further steps for advancing the successful construction of a new society. Raptur~ 
vus applau@ and cheers for the party leadership erupted when, o. the final day, de- 
legates were notified of the reelection as general secretary of the YSP Central Com 
mittee of ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad who is both chairman, presidium, Supreme People's 
Council, and chairman, Counci! of Ministers. 


Thus renewed confidence was expressed in a politician who, for many years and fre- 
quently in difficult conditions, labored in responsible party and state jobs, and 
who is renowned far beyond the Arab region as an outstanding statesman and bold 
patriot. 


Leading Functions in the National Liberation Struggle 


‘Ali Nasir Muhemmad was born on 3) December 1939 to a family of peasants in Abiyan 
district. After graduating from secondary school he studied at the Aden teacher 
training college. From 1959 he was employed as teacher and later principal of an 
elementary school. At that time he joined the “Movement of Arab Nationalists.” 
In 1963 the National Liberation Front (NLF--Later UNFPO) was established as the 
united movement of various political groups and orientations, who together pursued 
anticolonialist goals. ‘Ali Nasi Muhammad was one of the founders. He acquired 
great merit in the course of the achievement of the front's united leadership-~the 
general command. In the same year, on 14 October (now celebrated as the PDRY's 
national day), began the organized armed struggle of liberation against the nearly 
130 year old yoke of the British colonial power and the native feudal lords allied 
with it. ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad was one of the leaders in the armed struggle for his 


native region. 


When national independence was achieved and the People's Republic of South Yemen 
established on 30 November 1967, he was appointed governor of the second district 
(Tuban). At the time the leaders of the young people's republic (admitted in 
December 1967 to the United Nations Organization as ite 123rd member) was composed 
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almost exclusively of NLY members, It was confronted with the task task of 
etrengthening national independence, repuleing vielent attacks by internal and ex- 
ternal counterrevolutionaries, and guiding the country toward the path of social 


progress. 


On 20 March 1966 rightist forces carried out @ coup to prevent the steppe decided 
upon at the Fourth WLY Congress, ‘All Nasir Mulanmmad resigned hie job, by @ cor: 
rective move on 22 June 1969 the left forces within the WLY succeeded in subduing 
the counterrevolution and creating important prerequisites for the subsequent 
transition to the path of soclialiat development, During that stage ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad held the job of Hinteter for Local Adminietration and, « few months later, 
assumed the office of Defense Minieter, which he kept until Oetober 1977, All thie 
time he wae a prime initiator of fundamental measures for the revolutionary trans: 
formation of the country, 


Consistently for the Katablishment of an Advance Guard Varty 


The democratic constitution in effect as of 30 November 1970 gave the republic the 
name it now cartice--People's Democratic hepublle of Yemen (PDRY). The new regime 
in the PORY was mainly engaged in holding Les own againet the etill strong counter 
revolution and strengthening ite grip on power in the country, Every advance on 
the new path was wrung from internal and external enemies in an unrelenting « lass 
war. At the same time, though, thie speeded up the W's internal maturation and 
had the effect that ite moet advanced representatives approached the attitudes of 
scientific socialiom and championed the further expansion of relations with the 
USSR, the GDR and the other countries of the soctallet commanity. 


In 1970, ae @ logical consequence of thie development, the NLY changed ite name to 
"National Front Political Organization,” ‘Ali Masir Muhammad's active role at this 
etage--of the utmost importance for the advance of the PORY«-ia demonstrated in the 
fact that he was elected to the enecutive committee (Volitbure) of the NVYPO Ventral 
Committee and, a year later, appointed prime minister, Subsequently he aleo (tem 
porarily) assumed the responsibility for the departments for education and finance. 


In March 1972 the Fifth NYPO Congress met in Aden, It mapped the future actions 
and goals of the revolution and adopted the WFPO program and charter The program 
stated that « national democratic revolution te proceeding in the PDRY, in the 
course of which the conditions for transition to soclaliat construction are being 
created, The program continues that the VFreo ise working to set up an advance guard 
party equipped with the theory of scientific soctalion and designed to be the lead- 
ing force in the implementation of the taske of the national democratic revolution. 


En route to euch an advance guard party the sorcalled wi ification congress met in 
Oetober 1975. The NFPO, the People's Democratic Union (PDU) and the Advance Guard 
People's Party united in the United Prone of Political Organisations (UNFPO). ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad was confirmed in hie high party and government functions and con- 
tinued to be among those forces who cons .atently labored for the establianhment of 
an advance guard party, In June 1978 President Salim hobaya ‘Ali and hie petty 
bourgeois-nationaliet followers attempted « coup directed mainly against the estab- 
lishment of such a party; ‘Ali Waeirt Muhammad thereupon--temporarily~ assumed the 
office of head of state also. 
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Younded on Il Oetohber 1976 wae the Yemen Boclaliat Party--an advance guard party 
with « program and charter based on the principles of Harxiom leniniam, At the 
founding congress ‘All Waair Mulemmad wae elected to the party Politburo and, in 
December 19/8, deputy chairman, presidium, bupreme People's Council, He wae also 
contirmed in hie offlee ae prime ainieter, 


The watablishment of the YOR Lifted the development of the PORY to a qualitatively 
higher level, The delegates to the extraordinary party congress were able proudly 
to indicate the succensen achieved by the party and the country's working people 
in the past. years, General teeretary ‘Ali Wasir Muhammad delivered the Central 
Committee's political report to the party congress, We noted: "Life has confirmed 
the correctnens of the YOR line, backed by the ideology of the working clase,” 





in fact the speeches at the Plenum again emphasized that the revolutionary demoecra~ 
tic forces had, in the teeth of diffieult internal and external conditions, sue~ 
coeded in achieving remarkable progress in the development of the country, At the 
same time the two major documents of the party congress, the political report and 
the new directives for the tecond ViverVear Plan (1961-1985) clearly showed that 
the YOR iteelf gained a good deal of etrength and maturity since ite foundation, 
and that it le increasingly well equipped to cope with the key teeves of develop 
merry t 


Appolntment ae tuprem Kepresentative of the Party and Government Leadership 


Vhen, at the Highth Central Comittee Plenum in April last ‘Abd al-Patah Lom'il 
asked to be relieved of hie office ae YOR Central Committee general secretary and 
chairman, presidium, Supreme People's Council, ‘Ali Waair Muhammad wae unanimously 
elected to succeed him, Mhortly after accepting these supreme offices ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad said at « celebration: "When | assumed the high office of party general 
secretary and chairman of the presidium, Supreme People's Council, I wae quite 
aware that thie imposes an enormous responsibility and, at the same time, «4 supre- 
m duty to the party, My success in these party and government offices will be 
the success of the party and the revolution, the success of the Yemeni working 
clase and the noble goals for whieh our Yemeni people are fighting. The basis of 
our party's vietory ie ite political, ideological and organizational unity, | am 
sure that the leading role of our party will grow stronger and our people continue 
to rally around the revolutionary advance guard, the Yemen bocialiat Party,” 


At the latest party congress this predietion was confirmed, it reaffirmed that the 
continuing consolidation of the party's leading role in state and society, the more 
efficlent utilisation and planned expanetion of the country's economic potential and 
the imrovement in the people's living conditions represent decisive prerequisites 
for the suecesetul pursuit of the Yemeni revolution, 


In the course of Hie comments on international and foreign political issues ‘Ali 
Naeit Mohamad emphasized the main feature of the eurrent international situation: 
The expansion and deepening of the influence exerted by the socialiat world system, 
ite decisive effects on the advance of the revolutionary world process. The expan- 
sion of cooperation with the socltaliet community of nations--headed by the Boviet 
Union--wae atressed a6 the guarantor of further internal and external PORY success, 
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For Firm Priendship With the Socialiet Countrice 


Leading official delegations of his country ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad visited the coun 
tries of the socialist community on several occasions and thereby made 4 personal 
contribution to the development of thie firm alliance. 


In May last, on the occasion of an official visit of friendship to the USSR, ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad wae distinguished by Leonid Brezhnev who bestowed on him the "Order 
of International Friendship.” Since hie visit to the GDR in Januarh 19786 ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad has also maintained close personal relations with the members of 
our country's party and government leadership. 


The cordial meetings with Erich Honecker and Willi Stoph have given new impetus to 
the long-standing friendship, comradely cooperation and anti~imperialiet solidarity 
between the two countries. That wae reflected in the statement issued by ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad before hie departure from the GDR. We said: "We leave the GDR with senti~ 
mente of cordial friendship, the firm will to advance on the path of socialist con 
struction for the welfare of the people and to further develop friendship and coop~ 
eration between our two parties, countries and peoples. 


Relations between the GDR and the PDRY are varied and comprehensive. From the 
earliest daye the German Democratic Republic has stood firmly and with full solida- 
rity at the side of the people of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen in 
their etruggle for the consolidation of national independence and the construction 
of a new society. This close cooperation is based on the common views of our two 
countries and their leading parties with regard to 411 fundamental iseves of inter~ 
national development. 


Many symbole of successful vo \ateral cooperation bear witness that the relationship 
of the GDR and the PDRY demonstrates a truly novel type of international relations. 
The construction of industrial plants, the equipment of agricultural workshops, the 
work of a FDJ brigade in helping train Yemeni cadres, aid in the construction of an 
internal communications network, the successful labors of GDR advisers and special- 
ists in farming, education, industry and health care as well ae the training of 
PDORY cadres in our country have helped the GDR to an excellent reputation in the 
PDRY. Last year the high standard of genera) relations was underlined most empha~ 
tically on the occasion of the visit to the PDRY by a party and government delega~ 
tion led by Erich Honecker. At that time a treaty on friendship and cooperation 
wat signed, and #0 was an agreement on cooperation between the SED and the YSP as 
well a8 4 program on economic and ecientific-technological cooperation through 1985. 
This initiated another and more advanced stage in our bilateral relations. 


Speaking to the delegates at the extraordinary party congress ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad 
described as outstanding examples of the high standard of relations with the social- 
ist countries the treaties of friendship and cooperation concluded in 1979 with the 
Soviet Union and the GDR, the exchange of high level delegations and last year's 
adg@ission of the PDRY to CEMA as an observer. 


PDRY-~-Important Peace Factor in the Region 


‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's comments on international problems emphasized the importance 
of the PDRY's relations with the countries of the region. We reaffirmed his 
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country's good will for purposefully expanding the existing extensive relations 
with socialiet Ethiopia on the basis of the treaty of friendship signed in December 
last it i8 quite in character for the principled line of the PDRY and its active 
role 48 member of the rejection front that, at the extraordinary party congress, ite 
party and state government leaders once again=-and emphatically~-advocated even 
closer cooperation between the progressive Arab countries and forces. 


The YSP general secretary once again underlined the PDORY's interest in normal and 
mutually beneficial relations with ite neighbors on the basia of peaceful coexist- 
ence. In view of the growing attempts by imperialiem, eapecially the United States, 
further to stoke tensions on the Arabian Peninsula, in the Gulf and at the Horn of 
Africa, the PORY's policy once again shows iteelf an important factor in the de~ 
fenae of the peaceful lives of the region's peoples. 


in the course of his concluding address, frequently interrupted by rapturous ap~ 
plause, he appraieed the resulte of the Jeday conference a8 4 new starting point 
and significant qualitative advance toward the realization of the YSP's aime and 


tasks. The devotion of the PDRY's revolutionary party to the etruggle for social 
progress in ite own country and the world, to peaceful coexistence, detente and the 
consolidation ef cooperation with the liberation forces in all Continents was, he 
said, proof of the party's resolution to continue on the road to national democratic 


revolution 
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PERSLAN GULF AREA 


OPEC AND THE WAR BETWEEN IRAQ, IRAN 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 18 Oct 80 p 13 


[Interview with Former Saudi Minister of O11 by Mustafa Karkuti: “'Abdallah 
al-Tariqi Tells AL-SAFIR That Iraqi-Iranian War Ie Destructive, Tragic, Meaningless; 
OPEC Would Continue Even if Saudi Arabia Were To Leave It; Reducing Production, 

Not Increasing It Ie in the Interests of Saudi Arabia") 


[Yext ‘Abdallah al-Tariqi, former Saudi minister of of] and one of the founders 
of the Organization of O11 Exporting Countries, OPEC, says that the Lranian-Iraqi 
war will create deep wounds in the OPEC organization. But he believes that there 
is no fear for OPEC even if the largest oil producing country, like Saudi Arabia, 
were to leave it. Saudi Arabia alone, no matter how much it raises ite levels of 
production, cannot satisfy consumers. It has no choice but to stay in OPEC. 


In an interview with AL~SAFIR, al-Tariqi also said that raising the levels of 
oil production in Saudi Arabia damaged some oil fields because water leaked 
underground as a result of continuous and increasing pumping. The decision to 
increase production “was a stupid decision." 


Al-Tariqi believes that because of the war between Iraq and Iran the OPEC summit 
which was to have been held early in November in Baghdad will not take place before 
at least a year. The problem is not confined to the fact that Iran would not be 
participating in the summit, but it is rather because Baghdad itself was being 
subjected to bombardment and air raids. 


He also mentioned that an oil boycott is now “unlikely” unless political changes 

ar made in the producing countries. Al-Tariqi is proposing a gradual plan for 
imposing the boycott. This plan is to begin by having the Arab countries that 
produce o11 make a decision to reduce production of this raw material by 40 percent. 


The text of the interview follows: 


The Effect of the War on OPEC 
[Question] Do you believe that OPEC will continue to be OPEC after the Iragi- 


Iranian war comes to an end? That is, do you believe that the organization can 
remain untouched by the effects of a war between two of its principal members’? 











|\Anewer| Of course not, OPEC will undoubtedly be greatly affected deapite what 
le known about the fact that it undergoes vital changes regularly. With regard to 
the effects of the lraqi-lranian war on the oil organization, the war will leave 
deep wounds in the nature of OPEC's membership and in relations between Iran and 
Iraq. Aw Mousiima we cannot support a war that takes place between these two 
countries, The Holy Koran stipulates that when a dispute occurs between two 
parties, a third party must decide between them to achieve peace. So far, however, 
no one hae come forward to arbitrate between the two. This is what is causing 

the destruction that is happening in the two countries. 


(Question) Can you, for example, imagine OPEC without Iran? 


|Anewer) Yes, there can be an OPEC without Iran and there can even be an OPEC 
without Saudi Arabia or any one of the other senior member. The fact that one 
country or another leaves OPEC is not what is important. What is important is that 
most of the oil exporting countries remain in one cartel. In December 1977, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates tried to do business alone outside OPEC. That 
experience led Saudi Arabia to lose some of its ofl wells. We know, according to 
a U.S. Congressional report dealing with the Saudi oil situation, that by trying 
to leave the genera) conference, the Saudis were trying to prove that they can 
exert pressure on the other ofl exporting countries to make them accept the Saudi 
oll poltey and increase their oil production. We also know that increasing Saudi 
oll production was not enough to satisfy buyers in the oil market. In technical and 
practical terms what did happen was that the increase which the Saudis decided 

to put into effect created high pressure in the Saudi oil fields that, in turn, 
caused water to penetrate these fields. This means that large quantities of oil 
were lost while (they were) etill in the ground. 


[Question] The decision to increase production, then, was a political decision. 
No sane person could have made such a decision without taking technological and 
and technical considerations into account. 


[Anewer] 1 believe that the decision was made in a political context. It was a 
stupid decision. In this regard we must add the following: even before 19/6 
Saudi Arabia had begun negotiations with ARAMCO to purchase the oil resources in 
the country. Because of the agreement that was reached with the owners of ARAMCO, 
the corporation refused to carry out the necessary repairs to the fields where the 
water had been leaking for the last 4 years. 


[Question] Can we go back to what you have already mentioned about the possibility 
of OPEC continuing even without Saudi Arabia? Don't you think that OPEC without 
Saudi Arabia, which is the largest oil exporting member of OPEC, would diminish the 
the organization's prestige as a whole? 


[Answer] Of course not, as long as Saudi production, regardless of its volume, 

and as long as the production of the Emirates, for example, fail to satisfy the 
consumer's [demand] all over the world. As long as the majority of the oil 
producing countries insist on implementing the decisions they make with regard to 
prices or production, the result will be that Saudi Arabia will be like a person 
who is trying to destroy himself. Saudis cannot accept such 4 situation because 
they will realize that the 13 oil fields will [eventually] be depleted. This will 
undoubtedly teach them an unforgettable lesson. But if this happens, the only thing 
they can do is replace the ofl minister after holding him fully responsible for 
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The OPEC Summit Conference 


[Question] What in your opinion will happen to the OPEC summit conference which 
is to be held in Baghdad early next November? 


[Anewer|] 1 don't believe there will be a summit conference at all, at least for 
a year. The problem is that thie war between Iraq and Iran is not clear. It is 
a destructive and tragic war. To a certain extent I find myself uncertain about 
what | am saying. However, it is a destructive, evil and « stupid war because it 
is deatroying the economic inatitutions that were built during the last 10 or 15 
years. The future of the Iraqi and the Iranian peoples depends on these 
inetitutions. If these economic inetitutions are in fact destroyed, if the oil and 
petrochemical companies and the refineries in both countries are destroyed, such 
deatruction means that both countries will have to rebuild, and this would take 5 
to 10 years. Besides, construction costs now are many times more than what 
construction costs were 10 years ago. 


At any rate before the war broke out, it was not thought likely that Iran would 
take part in an OPEC summit in Baghdad. Now that Baghdad has been subjected to 
bombardment and raids, I do not believe that the Iraqis will want to hold the 
conference in the Iraqi capital. 


[Question] In view of the fact that OPEC summit, which was to set down a strategy 
of action for the oil exporting countries, will not be held, do you expect 
consideration of the Saudi plan to schedule prices to be suspended or postponed? 
[This is the plan that involves) agreement over an increase in the price of oil for 
several years. Such an increase would be consistent with the increase in the rates 
of inflation in the consuming countries. Saudi Arabia is asking OPEC members to 
approve this idea. 


|Anewer|] it is not necessary for this matter to be postponed. This plan, by the 
way, is a good one. However, this does not mean that it is the best one. It is 
at least the first step towards reaching an agreement between oil producers 

and importers. 


Saudi Production 


[Question] Saudi oil production now amounts to 8.5 million barrels per day. After 
Iraqis and Iranians stopped pumping their oil because of the war, Saudi Arabia 
decided to increase its production by 700,000 barrels per day despite the damage 
that this would do to some fields. What do you think about this? 


[Anewer|] [t is not in the interests of Saudi Arabia, nor is it in the interests 

of its oil resources for Saudi oil production to exceed 5 million barrels per day. 

If Saudi Arabia decides to reduce its production to that level, there would be no 
energy crisis because the other oj producing countries like the Emirates (Abu Dhabi), 
Iran and Iraq can increase their rates of production without having that increase 
affect the fields of those two countries. 


[Question] If Iraq were to decide to increase its daily oil production to 5 
million barrels--its current production is about 3 million barrels--would not 
this affect the quantity of the reserves it has? 








|\Anawer| No. iraq has large quantities of ofl. Besides, Iraq needs ite of! revenues 
mre than Saudi Arabia does, We must gention that Saudi Arabia's oi! reserves wil! 
net iast more than 20 years if it maintains ite current levels of production. 


[Question] If one were to allow oneself to suppose that the Arab oil export ing 
countries were to decide to use oll as a weapon and to impose an oj] boycott so as 
te @xert pressure on the weet, and especially on the United States, for the purpose 
of reaching @ solution to the Palestinian question, what can these countries do’ 


|Anewer| What these Arab oil countries can do is to threaten the weat that they 
would reduce oil production by 40 percent, for example, unless lerae! is forced to 
withdraw from all the land it occupied in 1967. The fact that the Arab countries 
would carry this out would be justified because the west and the United States did 
promise and did say « great deal on this regard, but they did not carry out any of 
these promises. We know that Israel will cease to exist even without a war if it 
is abandoned. All that we are asking from the west is to force israel to implement 
UN resulutions. I believe that the Arab oil companies could achieve spectacular 
success if they were to carry out this step. 


[Question] ls it possible to see these countries undertaking such a measure | 
year trom now? 


|Anewer| No, not within a year. I do not believe this step will be taken unless it 
is preceded by political changes in these countries. There is, for example, a 

new generation of Saudis that has begun to take shape ever since the members of this 
generation started to emerge and to return to the country after completing their 
studies and their special training abroad. It is inevitable that those peopie 

will realize that they have no future unless they were to work in the interests of 
the people to save the country’s resources. After that happens, it would be 
possible to impose an oil boycott to achieve political objectives. When Saudi 
Arabia decides to increase its production at a time when oil markets have a giut 

of oil, such a decision is extremely short-sighted. Continuing to increase 
production will have ac. rse consequences and will do serious damage to the 

fields themselves. 


[Question] This means that an oil boycott may not take place before 5 or 6 years! 
[Anewer|] Yes, this is correct. 


|\Question) This may be so, provided that the situation in the area remain unchanged 
during this period. But what if there were political or military changes in the 
next few years that would change the reality [of the situation]? 


|Anewer| If this were to happen, the equation would naturally be different. The 
war between Iraq and Iran is not expected to go on. When the war does end, it is 
expected that certain changes will take place in both countries. This will lead 

to the creation of understanding and relations of good neighborliness between the 

two countries, and they would regain their activity in OPEC. We believe that the 
new situation will generate a position that is more understanding and more positive 
towards the Palestinian problem. With Algeria, Libya and Kuwait beside these two 
countries, Saudi Arabia will become incapable of opposing a decision to impose an 

oil boycott that these countries may make. If this does happen, a decision to impose 
a boycott may be made in less than 5 years. 
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PERS LAN GULF AREA 


JOINT MILITARY FORCE PROPU D 
Nicosia AL-'ASR in Arabic 30 Oct 80 p 8 


|Article: “Joint Gulf Army Established for Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Emirates, 
Qatar, Bahrain; Sultanate of Oman Left Out"| 


[Text] After the Ilraqi-lranian war broke out, people on the highest levels in the 
Gulf began studying a military project which calls for the establishment of a joint 
army between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar 
and Bahrain. 


in this regard some Arab diplomatic sources who revealed [information] about this 
project stated that the steps for this project which have been determined in principle 
in the last 2 weeks are as follows: 


1. Conmvening a conference of the ministers of defense and foreign affairs of the 
countries in question so they can draw up a detailed and scheduled plan for the imple- 
mentation of the project. This plan would then be submitted to the leaders of these 
countries who would study it in a summit conference they would convene. 


2. Establishing a supreme command for the joint army; it would be made up of the 
ministers of defense of the participating countries. One of the ministers would pre- 
side over this joint command on a rotating basis. 


}. The forces of this army are to be divided among three basic units: land, sea and 
air. 


4. These unite are to be distributed as follows: the land unit in Saudi Arabia; 
the naval unit in Bahrain: and the air unit would be between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 


These are the general steps that are anticipated in the context of putting this 
military project into practice. 


On the practical scene these diplomatic sources stated that the date for convening 
a conference for the ministers of defense had not yet been set--at least not until 
the writing of these lines. But it is likely that it will be held after a decisive 
and a practical end to the war between Iraq and [ran 


On another scene we offer the following piece of information about the size of the 
military troops in each one of the afore-mentioned countries. 


a4 





1. Saudi Arabia has 47 000 soldiers; 360 tanks; 136 fighter airplanes and patro! 
boats; 72 coast guard vessels; 4 mine sweepers; and 6 landing ships. Four of these 
ships ace for equipment. 


2. The number of persons in Kuwait's army is 12,400. They are equipped with 780 
tanks; 5O fighter airplanes; 43 coast guard vessels; and 3 landing ships. 


3}. Bahrain has 2,500 soldiers. It does not have tanks; nor does it have an air 
force. It hase two high speed missile boats; two high speed gun boats; and 14 coast 
guard vessels. It has a small hovercraft navy unit in addition to two landing ships. 


«. The United Arab Emirates has an army of 25,150 soldiers armed with 45 British light 
Scorpion tanks; 52 fighter airplanes, 26 of which are Mirage airplanes; 6 high speed 
boats; 6 large patrol boats; and 3 coast guard vessels. 


5. Qatar has an army of 4,700 soldiers equipped with 24 AMX tanks; 4 fighter air- 
planes, 3 of which are old British Hunter FGE-6 chasers; 6 large patro] boats; and 
29 coast guard vessels. 


One notes that, collectively, these countries which are expected to participate in the 
joint army have large land, sea and air forces. In addition, most of them, especially 
Saudi Arabia, expect to receive a collection of the most modern fighter airplanes and 
tanks. 


Two marginal observations are to be made on all this: 


The first is that the project left out the Sultanate of Oman which has an army of 
14,200 soldiers. It seems that underlying this exclusion is a desire not to arouse 

any sensitivities that may develop following the establishment of the proposed joint 
army. This is because some of the Arab countries reject the political and military 
relationship that exists between the sultanate and the United States. One of the 

more recent aspects of this relationship manifested itself in permitting the estabiish- 
ment of U.S. military bases in Oman. 


The second observation is that the joint army constitutes a translation into practicai 
terms of the slogan that was proclaimed recently by Gulf officials. This slogan 
states, “Only the people of the Gulf can defend the Gulf and protect its natural re- 
sources.” 
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SYRIAN TRLATY WITH SOVIETS EXAMINED 
Parise AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 14 Oct 80 pp 26, 27 


/Arcicle by Pu'ad Matar: "A Reading of « Treaty Which Has Been Abrogated and « 
Treaty Which Has Been Concluded" 

/Text/ On Thureday 9 October 1960 « treaty of friendship and cooperation was 
signed in Moscow by President Hafiz al-Ased and Leonid Brezhnev, secretary general 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


Since this treaty, which was arrived at by an undeclared Soviet request, seems, in 
some of ite aspects, and perhaps in the essential one, to be «a vindictive response 
on the Soviet Union's part to President Anwar al-Sedat and the United States, it 
might be appropriate to make a comparison between the treaty with the Soviet Union 
which President al-Saecdat previously abrogated in July 1972 and the treaty which 
President Hafiz al-Ased has recently signed. 


Through the following observations, it is possible for us to\sscerteain the circum 
stances of the two treaties, and we can perceive many things: 


Firet, the traditional Soviet nomenclature for the treacy is “treaty of friendship 
and cooperation.” The formle of thie treaty is always ready in the desk drawers 
of the Soviet leaders, although what happens is that « sort of revision is made to 
certain phrases, according to circumstances and the type of party with which the 
contract is made. 


It has become customary for the Soviets to insist on signing the treaty with those 
of ite allies who are not well off, are going through delicate financial and secur- 
ity circumstances and most of all need arm. 


If the party with which the treaty is being signed has a strategic status, this 
party can exert some power, adding what it wants, or some of what it wants, to 
the treaty. 


For example, President Hafiz al-Asad was able, because of extremely important 
strategic situation, to add expressions and words which did not appear in the 
Egyptian-Soviet treaty to the treaty he signed with Brezhnev such as “continuing 
the struggle against colonialism, neocolontalism and raciem in all ‘ts forme and 
manifestations, including Zionism," a clause inserted in the preamble to and 











Article Three of the Syrien-—Soviet treaty. Thies sort of clause did not appear 
at all in the Egyptian-Soviet treaty, nor did the word “Terael"-+ just che phrase 
“elimination of the effects of the aggression." 


Had the clause referred to in the Syrian-Soviet treaty talked about continuing 
the etruggle “against lereel,” and not just “ageinet Eionies,” that would have 
been considered « wish come true. 


Second, because of the proliferation of talk the past 2 years that 4 treaty would 
be signed between Syrie and the Soviet Union, the signing was not accompanied by 
the tumulc which accompanied the signing of the Egyptian-Soviet treaty. 


A few weeks before President al-Asad's trip to Moscow and the signing, the gossips 
and etory-tellere had started asserting that the treaty would be signed, while the 
Egyptian-Soviet treaty was signed without psychological preparation, when no one 
was paying attention. 


In addition to that, when Nikolai Podgorny came to Cairo on 25 May 1971, no one 
knew (‘at there was a copy of the treaty in his pocket which he would request 
President al-Sedat to sign, while, when President el-Ased traveled to Moscow, it 
was completely clear that the goal of his trip was to sign then go back to Damascus. 


Ic ie true that the leadership in the Soviet Union is collective, but there are 
priorities and importent matters. When Leonid #.«zhnev signs a treaty with Syrie 
for the Soviet party, that does not have the same impact as the Egyptian-Soviet 
treaty, which was signed for the Soviet party by the least importent man in the 
Soviet “Troika,” Nikolai Podgorny. 


The Soviet Union showed a certain diffidence toward its friends or allies in Egypt, 
because it was content to sign the treaty with President al-Sadat at a time when 
‘Ali Sabri (e Soviet protege) and the other members of the Ni sirite group had been 
put in prison on the charge of conspiring against President al-Sadat and at « time 
when it was fully clear to the Soviets that al-Sadat did not have faith in rela- 
tions with them. That became apparent later when President al-Saedat terminated 
the treaty without cause and expelled the Soviet experts, who numbered 15,000, in 
the midet of a campaign of calumny which had not occurred between the Soviet Union 
and any country linked to it by privileged relations. 


The Soviets might have believed the joy which President al-Sadat conveyd@ over the 
treaty and ignored what had happened to ‘Ali Sabri and the others. While talking 
about this joy, one might recall the expression which President al-Sadat used on 

2 June 1971 and « cartoon by Salah Jahin (who after that came to confine his carto- 
ons to everything defaming the Arabs and strengthening the trend coward the Egypti- 
an-Iereeli peace) which was published 2 days after the signing of the treaty. Pres- 
ident al-Sedat's expression was “The press and the propaganda of the West have tried 
to portray our internal affairs as a change in our political line; this treaty has 
been a decisive response to the attempt to cast doubts about our course and through 
the treaty we have stressed chat our friendship with the Soviet Union is not a ten- 
porary friendship and is not tactical bi* is « lasting friendship and is s*rategic.” 


The cartoon printed in AL-AHRAM on WO bay 1971 (one day after Podgorny left Cairo 
with al-Sadet's signature to the treaty) showed al-Sadat and Podgorny standing in 


87 














front of « plaque of the treaty with the following comment "This too is « high 
dam." AL-AHBAM published another cartoon by Salah Jehin which Podgorny did .ot 
receive graciously whea the Sewiet ambassador in Cairo showed it to him; that 
cartoon portrayed Podgoray carrying « sign on which was written "We are on your 
side, al-Sedat" and al-Sedet appeared emiling with joy at his embrace. 


The point in all that was to etate that the Egyptian-Sowiet treaty was not signed 
ae ⸗ result of each side's faith in the other but was signed in an atmosphere of 
haste, The air of joy which President al-Sedat spread about did not change its 
real circumstances. 


The Syrian-Soviet treaty was signed under different circumstances. The two con- 
tracting parties are in agreement over the pressing need of each for the other. 


Third, in comparison with the Egyptian-Soviet treaty, the article bearing on mili- 
tary aspects in the Syrian Soviet treaty appears to be non-traditional in sub- 
stance, stipulating that “the two lofty contracting parties will continue to 
develop cooperation in the military sphere in accordance with the agreements con- 
cluded between them in this regard, in accordance with the interests of strength- 
ening their defensive capability.” Meanwhile the article on this subject in the 
Egyotian-Soviet treaty stioulated the following: “in order to strengthen the de- 
fensive capability of the United Arab Republic, the two lofty contracting parties 
will concinue to develop cooperation in the military sphere in accordance with the 
United Arab Republic to master the arms and materiel which have been brought into 
the United Arab Republic in order to strengthen their ability to eliminate the ef- 
fects of the aggression and also to strengthen their ability to confront aggression 


in general." 


The difference between the two texte is great. The text included in the Egyptian- 
Soviet treaty means that the Soviet Union is training the Egyptian army in arms in- 
ported into Egypt for the goal of eliminating the effects of the Israeli aggression 
(though the text does not specify the aggression and the fac. that it is Israeli). 
The text included in the Syrian-Soviet treaty inspires one to believe that the 
Soviet 'Inion considers that it has strategic boundaries in Syria which Syria mst 
defend in accordance with the treaty. The grounds for making that statement are 
the fact that the clause contains mention of two defenses, not one: “in accord- 
ance with che interests of strengthening their defense capabilities.” Since 

Syria has not supplied the Soviet Union with arms, strengthening ite defensive 
ability here entaile the notion of strategic borders. 


Fourth, it may be fair to say that the Soviet nion has benefited from the nega- 
tive effects left by President al-Sadat's eceps of abrogating the treaty and the 
method he used to expell the experts, a method insulting to the Soviet lnion. 
Article 13 of the Syrian-Soviet treaty contains a reference to this and stipulates 
that “any dispute which might arise concerning the interpretation or application 
of any of the provisions of this treaty will be resolved in bilateral fashion in 
accordance with the spirit of fricaodship, mutual understanding and respect." This 
article did not appear at all in che Egyptian-Soviet treaty. Tt seems clear, from 
the formation of the words in it, that if Syria does have some objections or 
interpretations on the articles of the treaty in the future, they will be dealt 
with in a manner which will leave no room for conduct such as that which President 
al-Sadat displayed. ‘nm that regard it should be observed that Article 14 
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stipulates that the duration of the treaty ie 20 years, that is, that it will end 
in 2000, while the duration of the Egyptian-Soviet treaty, which was not destined 
to last more than 14 months, wae 15 years. 


Fifth, President Hafie al-Asead signed the treaty after an agreement between hie and 
Col Mu'ammar al-Qedhdhafi to establish « Syrien-Libyan merger union. Conevamation 
of the treaty before declaration of the union might have been carefully studied by 
the Syrian and Libyan presidunts; declaring the union would mean that the Soviet 
Union had signed « treaty with two parties, Syria and Libys, not just Syria alone. 
If we add the Soviet-South Yemeni treaty to that we will find that Algeria is the 
only perseverance and steadfastness state which is not linked to the Soviet Union 
by treaty. In thie sort of situation Breshnev can, a6 he lives out hie final days, 
tell the people of the Seviet Union that after 6 years their leaders had compensated 
for Egypt, which ie irreplaceable, and that their treaty with Syria, te which Libye 
will be « party in the event the unity ie achieved, will amount to more than com 
pensation. 


Sixth President al-Ased will not be compelled to let Communists participate in the 
government, as happened with President al-Sedat when he appointed Dr Iema'il Sabri 
Abdallah (e Marxist) planning minister after the signing of the agreement. The 
Syrien Communists were represented in power before the treaty, but after the treaty 
they will find that they are in a better position. 


In addition to that, the signing of the treaty constitutes « challenge to the re- 
ligious tendencies which tried to stir up difficulties in recent months in the 
face of some Soviet symbole in Syria. 


This is a fleeting comparison of the two most important treaties the Soviet Union 
has signed with Arab countries. 


The lesson is in the intentions of those signing the agreement and the mode of in- 
plementation of the treaty stipulations by the stronger party, which ie the Soviet 
Union, 
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VORBIGN MINISTER LSHUBG LATEST SUMAIT DEMANDE, EXPLAINS TREATY 
Parie AL-NAHAR AL~ ‘ARABI WA Aim DIWALI in Arabia 19 Oot BO pp 245, 24 


/peticlg by &. D. Ki "Khaddem: The Leolated Party Ie Not byrie, but American 
Policy" 


(Tons) "A Syrian treaty with the Boviet Union?” replies the byrien foreign miniet- 
‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddem, "Wo," He adds, "There ie @ consolidation of cooperation, 
and when we eign « (military) treaty we will announce that to the world, There te 
no comparing our cooperating with Moscow with Somalia's and Omar's permitting the 
establishment of American bases," 


Thies te the most conspicuous portion of Minieter Khaddam's conversation with AL- 
NAHAR AL~'ARABI WAL-DUWALI, in whieh he dealt with the development of relations 
with the Soviet Union ent Arab conditions in general, Here ie the text of it: 


(Question) The treaty which Syria will eign with the Soviet Union includes mili- 
tary cooperation, Wny did Byria decide to sign a treaty of this type’ 


/pnawer/ Posed that way, the question ie wrong, It should be as follows; What 
ie Syria doing to consolidate ite relations with the Boviet Union? We consider 
that the belance in the region, following the signing of the two Cam David agree 
mente, has been greatly disturbed from both the military and the political view- 
pointe: from the military viewpoint, as « result of Egypt's departure from the 
Arab ranks and increased American military aid to lerael, eo that the military bal- 
ance lies with lereel; from the political viewpoint, « dieruption has oceurred in 
the political balance as « result of the Americans’ involvement in the area and 
the string of military bases the United States te constructing tn and around the 
Arab nation, which te consequently aimed at encireling and totally dominating the 
region, If we consides that one cannot dietinguieh between American policy and 
leraeli policy and that the Amer’can leaders are declaring on every oecasion that 
the tesve of lerael te « special one as far as the United States goes and that the 
security of Lereel te part of America's security--in the face of thie situation, 
when there te American dominance, that means that there ie leraeli dominance, 


Naturally Chat makes it mandatory that we seek every means to enable us to preserve 
our independence and strive to stand up before aggression, in orde, to restore bel- 
ance to the ares, eepecially when we consider that thie dieruption of the balance 
will lead to the continued implementation of the Camp Devid policy, especially 
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since Camp David has three goals, firet, to bring Egypt out o° the Arab ranks, 
whieh hae happened; second, American political end militery dominance over the 
region, for which action te teking place; and three, to liquidate the Palestinian 
couse, There te no doubt that thie objective has faltered, because of two factors: 


The fient feetor te byriea's perseverance end byvie's political line, which categor- 
leally and practically rejects the pulicy of Com Devid and has taken measures to 
confront thie polley, The second factor te the perseverance of the Palestinian 
Arab people in the face of the political line whieh t hase eet forth regarding 
the Palestinian cause and through our brethren's herole etends in ocoupied Pales- 
tine, However, thie does not mean that the Camp David policy has come to a stop, 
Aathe,, the parties to Camp Devid are striving to ereate ciroumstances to continue 
with thie polley and consequently te complete all the steps in the series, 


Therefore there is @ dierupiion ta the balance, There te an attempt at American 
dominance and consequently lereelt dowinence, To that we can add the state of 
fragmentation the Arab nation ie going through and the state of confitet and con- 
tradiction whieh hee Ln practice cemoved most Arab countries from the stage of the 
Arab-leccelt etruggle, We consider that Byrie new te almost alone on the front 
Line, 


The question we face te whether we will remain in thie condition or will strive to 
create new cireumstances which will have the effect of supporting the Arab position 
and increasing ite rigidity and Aveb resources, Naturally, iv order to achieve 
that tt te necessary to work in two directions, The firet one, the main, practical 
one, te to work to reetify the Arab context and restore Arab solidarity, which 

met be built on clear, explicit bases founded on the premise of commitment to con- 
fronting the enemy and placing all resources to confront the Liontet entity in 
Palestina, The second line is to work to develop relations with the Soviet Union 
in order to provide the ingredients of defense and achieve belance between American 
involvement in the region end the need to have other forces present which heve 
stood and are standing on our sida and supporting use in confronting the American 
involvement, Therefore Syria has tavestigeted ways, means and torwate whieh will 
have the effect of etrengthening relations with the Goviet Union end piacing thew 
in a framework, These relations will be founded on bases of Iriendship and cooper 
ation between the two countries, This friendenip te not new in Syrian Soviet rele 
tions but rather te firm and traditional, We velleve that upgrading ‘hese relations 
to 4 new step and context will result in tnereasing the firmmese of the Arab situa 
tlon and position, 


/Questton/ le thie step an affirmation of relations on the militery Level’ 


/pnewer/ The new step te « strengthening of relations in all directions whieh 
will strengthen our military ebility and our political perseverance, 


/Questtop/ Will byria allow the Boviet Union to bulld any military bases on 
Syrien tercitory? 


/pnewer / To talk shout the treaty te to talk about friendenip and cooperation, 
When we arrive at « format for placing relations between us and the boviet Union 
in «@ framework, the format will be announced to the whole world, 
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/Questiog/ Syrte te eritioteing Guee end Somelia for thelr cooperation with the 
Veited States to the wliltery fiel4d, while tt te oow allowing iteell to eetebiien 
relations of the same type with (he Bewlet Ueion. 


/poowes/ inet, there te ne room for comperioon, Somslie hes gives ailicery 
bases (Oo @ Country whieh te committing eggreselon ageinet the Arabs, te & country 
which belpe lereel, te @ Country whieh te efrivieg to tapleet the Elowiet entity, 
te # country which te givieg levee) eras to bomb cur willeges end homes every day 
one tli. our ebiidres, womes ent ol4 oon. Cooperating with thie country te ome 
thing ene «. peretiog with the Beviet Jelen, whieh te etending slongeide vs and 


heiplog ve io the face of eggresrioe Le something elec, 
Thee leoleted Party le Bot Syrie 


‘Question; Opinions ia politicos! grewpe hewe it thet Syria hee felt isolation tn 
the Are world ent hee come to feel deepeir over thie teelation. Therefore it de 
cided thet Lt wee necessary to make of alilence with the Beviet Velen. What ie 
your opt) wm’ 


/howvez/ Syria te oot Leolated to the Arab sation; rather, it te taperieliet pol- 
icy whieh te teoleted. All the Arab meseee are standing slongeide Syrie. fyrie 
hae stood ageinst Camp Devid and the majority of the Arab countries ere standing 


ageinet Comp Devic. Gur messes are etruggling Comp Devid. What ie iso 
lated te tepertaliet policy te the region, set the policy of opposition to Lieniece 
end leree) 


ueetion/ Will the Syrien-Soviet treaty heve an effect on the Syrian-Libyan unioe 
on the ore hand end the Lebanese situation on the other’ 





/pnewer/ You keep wsing the word “treaty.” 1 would prefer it te be called etreng- 
thening and developing ovr relations with the Seviet Union. 


/Questiop/ Seo | wieh you would expieio the situation to me. Will « treaty be 
signed between the Soviet Union end Syrie, or not’ 


/hnwwes / Whee « treaty te signed, thet will be enmounced. Any relations with the 
Soviet Uniom will be reflected positively on the owerel! Arad situation, the sove- 
ment toward union between Syria end Libye end the situation in Lebanon. 





/Question/ Sometimes (he Arab League adopts positions over which the Arab countries 
are Got enenimous in their opinions. For exemple, the Arab League position on the 
ireqi-irenien wer, ¢0 you believe that the Arab League should heve taken such « 
position, or obeerved ei lence’ 


/poewer / l would like thet question to be directed to our brother the secretery 
genere. of the Arad League. 


/Question/ le Syria in agreement with the league's position’ 


/pnwwer / Thet metter should be discussed with our brother the Arab League 
secretary. 
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The Heed Toe Make the Summit « tuccese 


/Question/ With regard te the coming Arab summit in 
eald that ideas will be presented whieh ere siaed at 
cooperation ta al) fleldse, politicei, econemic ead at 
(hie approach! 


/ Areb-Evuropean relations ere one thing and Lurepean initiative to resolve 
the le Best oriole te something elee, As regerde Arab European relations, we 
ore in fever of strengthening them end developing them to the farthest possibile 
extent, in @ meaner serving our national interests. As regards the European initi- 
wtive, ovr pewettion toward that te well known, 


/Queetion/ Will you be presenting emy ideas ot the coming evemit conference! 


/yowwes/ The eummit conference must be held ot its stipulated time, It Le neces: 
sary te ensure the conditions for holding it end aeking it « success. While we 
consider that some Arab countries, through their polictes and practices, ere con 
etently etriving to create circumstances which will set reeult in the success of 
thie conference, we hope for constructive positive perticipetion free «il Areb 
countries which will help to convening the conference end waking it «4 success. 


/Question/ Lt has been said that the United States has begun indirect mi licery 
iatervention te the gulf. Aare you afraid of American wilitery tatervention’ 


/qmover/ lt te part of the strategy of the United States te inerease ite wilitery 
presence in the Mediterranean, the Indien Ocean end the Are» Gulf. Thie te nothing 
new. The development of American ailitery activity te sow eseveiag new form which 
will result in developments in the region which wight 

the region or in the interests of international peece 


We Hope and Are Exerting Efforts 


/Question/ tn the context of Lebanon, will « Lebanese cabinet be formed soon’ 
are the bases which will have the effect of hastening thie’ 


/pmawer/ very Arab and every sincere person hopes that Lebanon will succeed in 
forming @ political cabinet encompassing «11 parties whowe basic task will be the 
etteiament of national reconciiietion in eccordance with the principles declared 
by Mie Excellency President liyas Serkise. We in Syria heave exerted and #cili are 
exerting efforte ia thie direction. 





/Question/ When will Syrie determine that the time has come to withdrew ite 
troope from Lebenon’ 


/pnewex/ The presence of the Arab “deterrent force” in Lebanon is connected to 
the taske of thie ferce and the decision of the Lebanese government. When the 
Lebenese government requests the withérewsl of the “deterrent force” from Lebanon, 
no “deterrent force” will be left in Lebence. 
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tiep/ De you believe that the withdrawal of che “deterrent force” at this 
t ie not te Lebanon's interests! Are you worried about the consequences if 
withdraws! takes plece new! 


] very Arab hes the right te be worried about Lebanon. | ebanon is part 
tue Arab nation, and the Lebanese people are part of the Arab nation. The paine 
effiieting Lebanon are reflected in one fore or another on the Arab nation. Of 
course the continued situation in Lebanoe ie not just dieturbing to the Arab people 
in Lebenon--it te aleo dieturbing te all of use. Thie situation calle for anxiety. 





ue 
Therefore every sincere person in Lebanon, and those who love thei: country, auet 
do all they can, relinquish « corteia degree of selfishness and realise some seit: 
igh or factional concessions for the sake of the whole country. The enity and sur 
vivel of Lebanon are auch gore taportent than any gains realised by one groue or 
another. 


oon 


Do you meen that the contiqued presence of the “deterrent force” in 
etill aecessary’ 


/pnaves] This ie something for the Lebanese to decide and is the province of the 
Lebanese goverment. 
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SYRIA 


SECURTTY RALDS MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD--Damascuse, 25 Nov (SANA)=-The newepaper Ti SHRIN 
reports today that security men in Home~-central Syria--with the cooperation and ef- 
fective participation of the citizens yesterday — stormed 4 Muslim Brotherhood 
den and killed three of ite criminal members. [Excerpt] [JN250844 Damascus Domestic 
Service in Arabic 0615 GT 25 Nov 80) 
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YOON ARAD REPUBLIC 


GDR-CZECH ALD TO YAR@=-Dr ‘Abd al-Karia@ al-'Iryani, chairman of the Council of Minie- 
tere, thie afternoon received in his office Brother Muhammad Hizan al-Shuhati, min- 
ister of economy, who presented to the brother prime minister a report on his visite 
to the GDR and the Ceechoslovak Socialist Republic. The brother minister of economy 
returned to Sana this morning after leading an economic delegation to the GDR and 
the Czechoslovak Soctaliat Republic. The brother minieter told the SABA NEWS AGENCY 
soon after hie return that he had been inatructed to make the two visite by the 
brother leader, President Gol ‘All ‘Abdallah Salih. The brother miniater said he 
wae very pleased with the talke held with officiale at all levels in the two friend- 
ly countries. The brother minieter stressed that his visite had been highly succeses- 
ful and had resulted in the YAR securing economic assistance and various vital proj- 
ects. Delegations from the GDR and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic would soon 
be arriving to follow up what had been agreed upon in Berlin and Prague. The brother 
minister concluded hie etatement saying that the projects agreed upon included a 
tannery, a footwear factory, rural electrification, quarrying for marble, and the 
supply of spare parte for the textile and other factories. The YAR would also re- 
ceive some agricultural equipment and workshops for industrial complexes. The proj- 
ects would be implemented soon. [Text] [LD161650 San‘a’ Domestic Service in Arabic 
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